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Overview of the Large Pelagics Survey

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is responsible for monitoring and
managing U.S. marine fisheries resources. Highly Migratory Species (HMS) such
as tunas, bilifish, swordfish, sharks, dolphin (mahi mahi}, wahoo, greater
amberjack, and other large pelagics, which are caught in offshore oceanic waters
are of particular interest to NMFS as these species support economically
important recreational and commercial fisheries. NMFS monitors these HMS
catch rates and effort closely, and adjusts these species’ management measures
as needed to maintain stocks and the fisheries that depend on them.

One method used to collect information on catch rates and effort is the Large
Pelagics Survey (LPS). The LPS collects catch information from boat captains
upon their return from offshore fishing trips. Effort information (trips per week) is
collected in a separate telephone survey. This information is vital to NMFS'
efforts to manage HMS. Therefore, boat captains returning from offshore fishing
trips may be required to provide catch information to NMFS as part of the LPS.
Participation by qualified vessel operators is required and responses are
classified as confidential records in accordance with NOAA Administrative order
216-100.

In order to collect this information, NMFS has contracted with QuanTech {o
conduct interviews with captains of boats returning from fishing offshore for large
pelagic species. Staff from QuanTech will interview boat captains or the captain's
designee (i.e., mate) who have just returned from an offshore oceanic fishing trip
which targeted or caught large pelagic species such as tunas, billfish, sharks,
and other similar species. The captains (or designee) will be asked a series of
questions about their catch and bycatch for the trip just completed, and their
catch will be counted. Some interviewers may measure fish lengths or take
tissue samples (e.q., hearts, ofoliths, vertebrae). The data which is collected is
protected by NOAA Administrative Order 216-100.

The authority to require recreational and commercial fishermen to provide this
catch information comes from the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act (ACTA). The
collection of catch information fuffills the U.S. obligations to the International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) and provides the
basis for stock assessments and management of the valuable species in the
U.S. territorial waters.

QuanTech may aiso conduct other survey components including the Large
Pelagics Biological Survey (LPBS) and the Large Pelagics Observer Survey
(LPOS). On L.PBS assignments, biological sampling is conducted to obtain tissue
samples as well as additional length and weight information for bluefin tuna and
other large pelagic species. For the LPOS, interviewers join half-day, full-day, or
multi-day trips on-board party/head boats targeting large pelagic species to
collect information concerning the vessel's fishing effort and catch.



OVERVIEW OF PROCEDURES

. Interviewers are responsible for determining the best time of
the day to conduct their assignment.

« Assignments must be at least two hours long but may be up to
eight hours long.

« Assignments may be rescheduled due to high seas, gale
warnings, or hurricanes.

. Interviewers may move within a pre-defined cluster of sites to
obtain interviews.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

The questions to be asked during the Large Pelagic intercept Survey interview
are written out in full for a purpose. Methodological studies have shown that
aven slight changes in wording -- for example, should versus could, drastically
influence item response. The interviewer should always read each item on the
questionnaire exactly as it is stated (unless it is an item that is contained on the
ID fisting, in which case the interviewer need only verify the information).
Verifiable information includes the vessel name, NMFS HMS Permit number,
Coast Guard Documentation number, State Registration number, and
Captain/Owner/Designated Mate's name and phone number.

If the respondent asks for the interviewer's opinion about an item, the interviewer
should provide a definition for the item in question, rather than supply the actual
response.

Pre-Assignment Procedures:

Each interviewer should make sure that he/she knows his/her interviewing
schedule. QuanTech Field Supervisors will schedule interviewers for
assignments on a monthly basis during 2005. Assignments wiil be drawn fora
cluster. Some clusters include only one site, other clusters may have multiple
sites. The cluster list may change on a monthly basis. Stay informed about the
clusters in your area.

Before accepting each assignment, each interviewer should know the jocation of
the assigned interviewing cluster. Adequate directions to get to the assigned
location(s) shall be given to interviewers by their Field Supervisor. If there is any
confusion about where to interview, the interviewer should contact his/her Field
Supervisor.




When accepting assignments, interviewers should record the following
information for each assignment:

Date

Control Number

County Code

Cluster ID

Site Codes for all sites within the cluster
Site Names for all sites within the cluster

* & & & & »

Do not try to memorize your schedule of assignments.
Keep your list of accepted assignment information in a safe place.
Verify assignment information while reviewing your forms prior to transmittal.

interviewers should contact their Field Supervisors to obtain their assignments. It
is crucial that assignments get done on the date scheduled. The only reasons
for not completing a scheduled assignment is if weather conditions do not allow
for offshore game fishing and no boats are out that might be targeting or
incidentally catch a large pelagic species. This type of cancelled assignment is
referred to as "weathered-out”.

QuanTech headquarters and Field Supervisors must be notified when an
assignment is "weathered out” within 24 hours.

Assignments that are "weathered out" will be rescheduled for the same day the
following week. However, rescheduling "weathered out" assignments will only be
done in coordination with the Field Supervisor.

Interviewers should reschedule "weathered-out" assignments with the Field
Supervisor and verify that another assignment has not already been scheduled
for the same day and location(s). Once the Field Supervisor reschedules the
"weathered-out" assignment with the interviewer, the Field Supetrvisor will notify
QuanTech Headquarters.

In addition, QuanTech headquarters and Field Supervisors should be contacted
immediately if an interviewer determines that he/she cannot do an assignment
due to unforeseen circumstances or emergencies. If possible, another
interviewer will be asked to complete the assignment on the date for which it was
originally drawn.

Each interviewer should make certain that he/she has all of the required
materiais and equipment for conducting interviews, including:



Name Tag;

Procedures Manual;

Fish Identification Field Guide;

Metal Tape Measure;

To Whom It May Concern Letter;

QOther Informational Materials, such as the Permit List; and
Questionnaires/Coding Forms.

All interviewers must have the required materials listed above in their physical
possession when on site. Never leave required materials in the car!
Interviewers should dress casually but neatly. Shorts are acceptable, but
bathing suits are not. T-shirts are acceptable. Closed-toed shoes should be
worn while interviewing. Alcohol or illegal drug use or intoxication on assignment
is strictly prohibited. Fishing while on-assignment is prohibited. Failure o abide
by these rules will result in a loss of future assignments for that interviewer.

If interviewing is to be conducted on location(s) where there is an owner,
manager, or supervisar, it is a requirement to "check-in" and speak with that
person upon arrival at the site and explain the nature of the survey, its
objectives, and how you will be performing your work. [f the manager wants
more information than is immediately available, he/she should contact the
person listed on the "To Whom" letter at NMFS.

Sites where interviewers are impeded or prohibited from interviewing are referred
to as "hostile".

Please notify QuanTech headquarters in writing if you are impeded from
interviewing eligible respondents at a Large Pelagic Intercept Survey fishing
access site. The best place to record this information is in the comments
section of your SITE Description Form. The reason for the impediment must
be given.

Examples include, but are not limited to:

» The site owner or operator will not give permission to interview at (site
name).

» The owner of (site name) will not allow interviewing at the fuel dock.

If an interviewer is impeded or prohibited at a site by the location owner,
operator/manager, or site personnel (such as a fuel attendant), leave the
site immediately. Avoid confrontation.

QuanTech headquarters and the Field Supervisor must be notified within
24 hours after leaving a "hostile” location, in keeping with the deadlines for
reporting assignment status and faxing paperwork.



if asked to leave a site, it may be possible to visit other sites within an assigned
cluster. As long as the assignment was for a cluster of sites, and not just one
site, go to the other sites within the cluster and obtain interviews with eligible
fishery participants.

If the assignment was for a single site, and you are asked to leave, you will
receive your base pay and be reimbursed for your mileage. A letter or email to
QuanTech explaining what happened will be required.

QuanTech will notify NMFS and record the site as hostile. The Field Supervisor
will be asked to visit the site to speak with the location owner/operator and
remedy the situation.

To reduce the number of “hostile” sites and refusals, the National Marine
Fisheries Service will send a package of Large Pelagics Survey information to
“hostile” site owners or fishery participants that you record on your Site
Description Form(s).

Interviewers are responsible for determining the best hours to conduct their
assignment. Interviewing times will vary slightly by geographical area and time of
year. 3-7 pm are often the most productive hours for interviewing returning
eligible vessels. In general, assignments should be conducted to maximize the
number of interviews obtained. Interviewers will receive training on how to
determine the best time to conduct their assignment. Field Supervisors will
provide recommendations on when to conduct assignments.

Consider the following variables to determine when to conduct your assignment:
« Weather reports

— Gale Storm Warning or Hurricane Nearby?

If yes, "weather out" the assignment and reschedule with the Field
Supervisor.

- Offshore weather is highly variable, get reports from the National
Weather Service, your local news "Offshore Report”, or the
Weather Channel.

« Call the site(s)

— Determine if a person that works at the site(s), such as the
Dockmaster, will provide you with reliable information concerning
the number of boats that went out and the time that they are
expected back.

+ Ask the Field Supervisor



—  When accepting your assignments, obtain recommendations on
when to go, and which site in a cluster to visit first.

it is important to be on-site by the appropriate time for each assignment. The
appropriate time to arrive on site is before eligible vessels are returning from
offshore trips. By assessing the potential to obtain interviews at each site within a
cluster and going to those locations at the appropriate time to increase your
productivity you will obtain more interviews. Consider the following scenatio:

it is a good weather day, you expect that there will be some vessels fishing for
large pelagics, and there are three sites in the assigned cluster...

1} Call the sites within the cluster in the morning to ask if any vessels went
out. Find out how many vessels went out from each site and when the
vessels are expected to return to the site.

In this situation, the site operators have proven to be reliable sources of
information in the past. They inform you that at site #1 there are 4 eligible boats
out, at site #2 there are 2 boats out, and at site #3 there are 5 boats out.

The vessels that departed that morning from site #1 are expected back between
4pm and 5pm, the vessels from site #2 are expected back at 5p.m., and those
from site #3 are expected back between 5p.m. and 6p.m.

2) Consider the proximity of the sites within the cluster.

Site #1 and site #2 are next door to each other, separated by a dock. It is
possible to observe the returning vessel activity at both locations from one
vantage point. Site #3 is nearby, within a 5 minute drive, however, you cannot
see the boats as they return unless you make the trip down the road.

3) Begin at the site where the vessels are expected back sooner.

You arrive at site #1 at 3:45p.m. and check-in at site #1 and site #2. The
dockmaster at site #1 informs you that one of the vessels is already in and the
captain and crew of that vessel already left the site, the two vessels expected to
return to site #2 are not back yet. You decide to stick around and wait for the
other three vessels at site #1. Also, you keep an eye on the neighboring site (site
#2) because the vessels might return there around 5pm. You manage to obtain
interviews from one of the three vessels returning to site #1, but around 4:45pm,
while you were waiting for the remaining two vessels to return to site #1 you
notice both of the vessels at the site next door (site #2) returning to the dock.
After giving the vessels a chance to tie up, you obtain two interviews from
respondents at the second site, but now you see one of the remaining two
vessels returning to site #1. 1t is now 5:15pm.




4) Decide how to move within the cluster of sites to maximize the number
of interviews that you obtain.

There is now one interview and the potential for another interview that you can
obtain at site #1 while there is the potential to obtain 5 interviews at site #3. Now
you are presented with a somewhat difficult decision...you could stay and get
two more interviews from the late-returning vessels at site #1 and possibly miss a
few of the respondents at site #3 or travel to site #3 in hopes that you might
obtain interviews from all five vessels returning to site #3.

You decide to obtain the interview from the vessel that just returned to site #1,
but rather than wait around for the last vessel to return to site # 1, you decide to
go to site #3. At 5:35pm , after a short drive, you arrive at site #3. All five of the
vessels have not yet returned to site #3. Rather than driving back to site #1 to
wait for the remaining vessel, you stay at site #3 and obtain 5 more interviews.

On-Site Procedures

Interviewers should remain on-assignment to obtain as many intercepts as
possible. However, assignments shall not exceed 8 hours in duration. To qualify
as a completed assignment, the minimum amount of time (2 hours) must be
spent within the cluster. You will not be paid for the assignment if you do not
stay within the cluster for at least 2 hours.

NEVER depart from your assigned cluster to help another nearby interviewer
assigned to another ciuster who seems overwhelmed. This is necessary in case
a boat does come in at the assigned cluster.

Interviewers will occasionally receive surprise quality control (QC) visits from
their Field Supervisor, or possibly a NMFS official, so all interviewers must be on-
site for this reason, as well.

Interviewers should position themselves so that they can observe as much
activity as possible at the site(s). The goal is to intercept as many eligible
respondents as possible. The best locations to be positioned will vary from site
to site. Your Field Supervisor is a good person to talk to about this, as he/she
will probably have visited the site as an interviewer in the past.

Positioning yourself at a cleaning station may cause you to miss other
eligible respondents who did not catch fish and bias the catch estimates.

Canvass the entire site to maximize the number of eligible interviews that
can be obtained.




At some sites it is possible and advisable to build rapport with the people present
prior to conducting any interviews. Those who have had the opportunity to mest
the interviewer and discuss the survey tend to be more cooperative when asked
for an interview. A key factor in gaining the respondent’s initial cooperation and
confidence in the study lies in assuring him/her of the non-enforcement nature of
the survey. When explicitly given the true purpose of the survey very early in the
introduction, respondents tend to be much more willing to cooperate with the
survey.

The canvassing process should be very informal and as unobtrusive as possible.
The conversation might begin with "Good Afternoon” or "How's it going?". While
canvassing, the interviewer should introduce themselves and be respectful. The
interviewer should be polite at all times, regardless of any compiaints that he or
she may receive.

Respondents who are angry about NMFS policies may be encountered in the
field. These persons should be encouraged to contact NMFS directly to air their
complaints (using the address or phone number on the To Whom letter). [f an
interviewer is encountering significant resistance at a site, he/she must contact
QuanTech and his/her Field Supervisor so that NMFS can be informed; it is not
appropriate as an interviewer to defend or attack NMFS and its policies.

Under no circumstances should an interviewer identify him/herself as an
employee of the National Marine Fisheries Service. Interviewers are
independent contractors for QuanTech.

If captains or owners of eligible vessels refuse the survey please inform them
that they could designate a mate to participate.

If they will not designate a mate as the respondent:

Explain that the survey provides an opportunity to improve the quality of catch
and effort statistics used to manage the fishery. If they do not patticipate then
they will not be represented in the data collection. Their participation will
strengthen the accuracy and precision of the survey.

If they still will not participate, besides tallying as either an initial or mid-interview
refusal, you should record the name of the vessel that refused the survey in the
comments section of the Site Description Form. You must also provide other
details about the refusal, such as the large pelagic fish species that were
offloaded, and the reason why the vessel captain/owner/mate refused to
participate in the Large Pelagics Intercept Survey.

For Example:

o The captain of the (Boat Name) refused today. | saw them unload 2



school BFT and 1 YFT. He says he will not participate until someone from
NOAA convinces him that reporting the information will help his business
as well as the fish populations.

To reduce the number of repeat “hostile” sites and refusals, the National Marine
Fisheries Service will send a package of Large Pelagics Survey information to
site owners or fishery participants that you record on your Site Description
Form(s).

Respondents often need to be reassured that the information they provide is
confidential under NOAA Administrative order 216-100. Always remind them that
you are not there to issue citations or fines, and that all you want to collect is
accurate fishery data.

“First Come, First Serve” Rule

It is possible that an LPIS interviewer may arrive on site and find an interviewer
canvassing the same site for another NOAA-sponsored fisheries related survey.
The LPIS interviewer should introduce themselves, and once they have
determined that the other interviewer is interviewing for the Marine Recreational
Fisheries Statistics Survey (MRFSS), the LPIS interviewer must relocate to
another site in the assigned cluster to avoid having two interviewers working
simultaneously at the same site. This policy should minimize, if not completely
eliminate, any potential conflicts between LPIS and MRFSS personnel, but
should also help alleviate problems with site managers that may have issues with
muitiple samplers showing up at the site at the same time.

Please note that the MRFSS interviewer should have also been instructed to act
in accordance with the “First Come, First Serve” rule. If you arrived before the
MRFSS interviewer but the MRFSS interviewer will not leave the site, then obtain
their name and leave the site. Report this incident to your Field Supervisor and
QuanTech Headquarters within 24 hours.

If you atrive on-site and a MRFSS interviewer is present, and that site happens
to be the only site in the cluster. You must cancel your assignment, contact your
field supervisor, and reschedule another assignment with your supervisor.
QuanTech will pay you for the cancelled assignment when this occurs as long as
the cancellation is reported within 24 hours.

Coding

The dockside forms will be read by an optical character recognition (OCR)
software package. It is important to follow this coding procedure so the OCR can
read the forms.

NEATNESS COUNTS! STAY INSIDE THE LINES! IF YOUR FORMS ARE
ILLEGIBLE OR FAXED IMPROPERLY WE WILL CALL YOU AND ASK YOU
TO FiX THE ERRORS AND FAX THEM AGAIN.
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PLEASE remember to write legibly in Block Capitals (Upper Case) on the
dockside forms. Take your time while recording data, in other words, be accurate
and precise. Optical recognition software will interpret your entries, so be as
neat as possible. Remember, providing quality data is crucial to the success of
the study!

As a rule, items on the questionnaire that are not applicable to a certain
respondent (i.e., skipped questions) should be left blank, unless otherwise
stated.

Items on the questionnaires which the respondent does not know the
answers to must be coded with 9's ending with the number 8 unless
otherwise stated.

Items on the questionnaires that are refused must be coded with all 9's
unless otherwise stated.

Examples of this type of coding can be found in the following examples of
Questions 24 through 26:

The respondent said they spent

24, Where were you fishing for large fish? most of their time fishing north
of "The Lumps" but refused to
NIOIR|T:iH O|F LIUMIP|S give the coordinates. If the

respondent said they did not
know the coordinates then

0 19i9i9| »Lat. |9 |9 {9 | 9| »Long latitude and longitude should be
coded 9998 and 9998.

25. How many miles were you offshore—that is, how many miles was it to the

nearest land? The respondent said they did not know how far
offshore they were, thus the 998 code. Had they
9 | 9| 8| Numberof Miles refused the code would be 999.

26. How many feet deep was the water {depth te bottom)?

The respondent said they did not know how
9191918 »Water Depth in Feet |deep the water was, thus the 9998 code. Had
they refused the code would be 9999.

Leading Zeros and Punctuation:

If a numeric value does not require the use of all of the boxes provided, right
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justify the entry and add leading zeros. For instance, if a fish measurement is
887 millimeters, its length shouid be coded as follows:

If an alphabetic value does not require use of all of the boxes provided, left justify
the entry as follows. DO NOT INCLUDE PUNCTUATION ANYWHERE ON THE
FORMS.

CIHIA{R|L|E|Y O|DIE:L|L

if a respondent gives a response not covered by the precoded responses at a
question that allows for OTHER, the interviewer must write out the angler's
response to the side of the boxes on the coding form. Using Question 18 and as
an example:

Note that for question 18, the respondent was fishing primarily with a harpoon,
thus the interview should be terminated due to ineligibility. Careful use of the
screening procedure will insure that only eligible respondents will be interviewed.

18. What type of fishing gear was primarily used?
1 <> Rod and Reel
2 < Handline
3 @ Other (SPECIFY) W TERMINATE

HAR|{P|O|O|N

Note that for question 22, the respondent was trolling, chumming, and fly fishing.

22. For your (INSERT GEAR) fishing, which method was used?
(READ LIST: CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)
| <@ Trolling | <@l Chumming
1 < Chunking | S Other (SPECIFY BELOW)

FIL1Y FIIiS|IH|T|NIG

Other coding examples can be found in Appendix A.

Do not put a line through zeros or sevens; the OCR will not read these

12



characters correctly. To ensure that the optical character recognition will read
your handwriting, numbers should be written as close as possible to the following
format:

1234567890

Letters of the alphabet should always be written in BLOCK CAPITAL LETTERS.
Please be neat!

THE ID LISTING

In order to verify information in the field with respondents, QuanTech has
compiled a permit listing of vessels. This ID listing is a database containing boat-
identifying information, such as the owner's name, the NMFS Highly Migratory
Species permit number, and the Coast Guard documentation number or State
registration number, sorted by boat name in alphabetical order. An ID listing will
be created for each state or state group. Some states will also receive a permit
list sorted by ascending huil number. This is helpful for those areas that have a
lot of small unnamed private boats targeting tunas. There are privacy issues
surrounding these ID lists so the information on these lists should never be
shown fo anyone else. The information on this list is merely used to assist in the
verification of a boat's tuna permit number.

When you check-in at a site and find out what vessels are expected back, if
there is time, look up the vessels in the ID listing before they return. Confirm the
information with the respondent when conducting an interview. If there is no time
to look up the vessels beforehand, ask the questions on the form as they are
written. If a respondent does not want to get their permit information, offer to
check to see if the boat is on the ID listing. If so, you simply need to verify the
listed information with the respondent, instead of formally asking him/her the
questions. However, if the vessel is not on the 1D listing, then the interviewer
should ask them to get the permit information directly from the respondent.
Inform the respondent that they would have to just get the information once, be
sure to record the information in your copy of the ID listing and teli the
respondent that you will inform the other interviewers in your area, in case the
respondent is encountered on future assignments.

Keep in mind that, though an intercepted boat may be listed on the ID listing, it is
essential that you verify all of the ID listing information with the respondent for
the following reasons:
» though the boat may have been interviewed before, it is possible that the
respondent was not interviewed (e.g., if a boat has more than one owner);
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if this occurs, be sure to get the new respondent's information, so that it
can be added to the ID listing;

+ there could be a mistake on the ID listing;
o there may be more vessels with the same boat name.

Since we may not be issuing updated ID listings during the season, it is crucial
that all interviewers make note of any changes and keep their individual ID lists
as accurate as possible and share additions and changes with other QuanTech
Fisheries Interviewers.

INTERCEPT SURVEY

Screening for interviews should be conducted anywhere at the assigned site or
cluster of sites where there are persons who appear to have just completed
offshore large pelagic fishing trips.

Blank forms used for the LPIS can be found in Appendix B.

Screening Introduction
To be eligible for the dockside survey, a potential respondent must:

Be the captain or owner of the boat (or a crew member that has been authorized
by the captain to represent the vessel) which had been on a trip that has just
completed an offshore rod and reel or handline fishing trip during which large
pelagic fish were either targeted or incidentally caught. Large pelagic fish
include tunas, sharks, billfish, swordfish, wahoo, greater amberjack, and dolphin
(mahi mahi).

The screening introduction should be administered to determine if the
respondent meets these eligibility requirements.

Screener ltem 1:  On this vessel, are you the captain, owner, or mate or
passenger (designated by the captain to participate in this survey)?

« if the respondent says "yes", go to Screener ltem 2.

« if the respondent is not the captain or owner or designated mate, try to
locate the eligible respondent. Otherwise, terminate the interview, and
tally on your Assignment Summary Form as NOT CAPTAIN OWNER OR
MATE on the Site Description Form.

Screener ltem 2:  Did your boat just return from an offshore rod and reel or

handline fishing trip in which you targeted or incidentally caught large fish such
as tunas, billfish, sharks, swordfish, dolphin, wahoo, amberjack, or other large

14



pelagic fish?

*

*

If the respondent says "yes", go to the intercept questionnaire.

If the respondent says "yes, | was fishing for (any of the following)...king
mackerel, biuefish, spanish mackere!, flounder (fluke) or sea bass" then
you should ask if he/she was also fishing for any other large pelagic
species; (for the purposes of the screening introduction, see definitions for
large pelagic species on pages 35 and 36); if the respondent was fishing
only for king mackerel, bluefish, spanish mackerel, flounder or sea bass,
AND did not catch a tuna, shark, billfish, swordfish, wahoo, greater
amberjack, or dolphin (mahi mahi), then terminate and taily the
respondent on your Site Description Form (SDF) as DID NOT TARGET
OR CATCH LARGE PELAGIC FISH on the site description form.

If the respondent does not want to participate in the survey (after refusal
conversion is attempted by the interviewer), and large pelagic fish are
observed being landed from the vessel in plain view, terminate the
interview and tally the respondent on your Site Description Form as a
REFUSAL. Ask the respondent for his name and record the respondent's
name and/or vessel name in the comments section of the SDF.

If the respondent says that they were not targeting large fish, but they
happened to catch a large fish, continue the interview as instructed.

Once again, PLEASE remember to write legibly in Block Capitals (Upper Case)

on the questionnaire. Take your time while recording data; in other words, be

accurate and precise. Qptical recognition software will interpret your entries, so
be as neat as possible. Remember, providing quality data is crucial to the

success of the study!

Intercept Interview
items 1 through 8 are not questions to be asked of the angler. They are
primarily identifying information.

ftem 1

Iltem 2

item 3

INTERVIEWER CODE. Each interviewer is given a unique four-
digit identification number. This number, found on the back of the
Agreement Form, should be used on all submitted forms.

DATE OF INTERVIEW. The interviewer should record the
Month/Day of the intercept. Two digits for both the month and the
day should be used.

TIME OF INTERVIEW. Using military time, record the time that the

interview was completed. Military time runs on a 24-hour clock
starting at 0001 hours (one minute past midnight) and ending at

15



ftem 4

itemb

2400 hours {midnight).

STATE CODE. Enter the two-digit numeric code for the state of
intercept. STATE CODES ARE PROVIDED IN THE BACK OF
THIS MANUAL.

CONTROL NUMBER. Each assignment is given a four-digit
identifying number. The first digit of the control number indicates if
it is a weekend or weekday assignment. If the first digitisa 1, itis
scheduled for a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday (e.g., July 4"
Independence Day). |f the first digit is a 2, it is scheduled for
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. The second
digit indicates the mode of the assignment. A 1 indicates an
assignment during which charter boat intercepts are preferred,
while a 2 indicates that private boat intercepts are desired.

NEVER LEAVE THE CONTROL NUMBER BLANK. BE SURE THAT YOU
HAVE THE CORRECT CONTROL NUMBER GIVEN TO YOU BY YOUR FIELD
SUPERVISOR.

tem 6

ftem 7a

Item 7b

ftem 7c

ltem 8

DOCUMENT NUMBER. Throughout an assignment, the
interviewer should consecutively number forms completed for the
assignment. BOTH PAGES of the first interview should be
numbered 01, BOTH PAGES of the second interview should be
numbered 02, etc. All forms sent in should be numbered,
regardless of interview status.

COUNTY. Enter the three-digit number assigned to the site of the
intercept. The county code should be listed on the interviewer
assignment listing, as well as in the site register.

SITE NUMBER. Enter the four-digit number of the site where the
interview is being conducted. The site number should be listed on
the interviewer's assignment schedule as one of the sites within the
assigned cluster, as well as in the site register.

CLUSTER. Enter the two digit number for the cluster of sites that
you are assigned for that day. The cluster number should be listed

in your assignment schedule. Possible values will range from 01,
02, 03...to 10.

SITE TYPE. Enter the type of site at which the interview took
place.

If you interviewed at a marina, code 1.

if you interviewed on a private dock, code 2.

If you interviewed at a public ramp, code 3.
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If you interviewed at some other type of site, code 4.

item 9 BOAT NAME. If the name of the boat is evident (e.g., if it is written
on the boat itself), then you need only verify the information with
the respondent, and fill in the name on the coding form. If the boat
name is not apparent, ask the respondent "What is the name of
your boat?" and fill in the information. If the boat has no name,
leave the first set of boxes at Question 8 blank and fill in the "no
name" oval underneath.

ltem 10a WAS THE TRIP TO DATE A CHARTER OR PRIVATE TRIP?
item 10a pertains to the type of trip taken that day, private or
charter. Fill in the appropriate oval.

ftem 10a IS YOUR BOAT PRIMARILY A...
[tem 10b records how the boat is primarily used and identifies head
boats (which are not eligible for the LPIS). Fill in the appropriate
oval.

The next set of questions (ltems 11a through 13b) are asked in order to further
identify the boat. The best means of identification is the NMFS Highly Migratory
Species (HMS) permit number. If you are able to obtain that number, you can
skip the questions about Coast Guard documentation number. If you obtain this
information, then you need not ask about state registration number. If you are
unable to obtain either the permit number or the Coast Guard documentation
number, then try to obtain the state registration information. 1t is very important
that you get at least one of these identification numbers.

NMFS HMS Permit numbers typically begin with 100 and are eight digits
long.

If at any time a number is given as an answer for either 12b or 13b that appears
to be legitimate but there are not sufficient boxes for the digits, write the
remainder of the number outside the box.

item 11a VESSEL PERMITTED. If the intercepted vessel's NMFS HMS
permit number is contained on the ID listing, you need only verify
the information with the respondent. If this is not the case, ask the
respondent "Does your boat have a tuna permit number?”. if the
respondent answers "yes", fill in oval 1 and go to ltem 11b. If the
respondent answers "no", "don't know" or refuses, fill in ovals 2, 8,
or 9 respectively, and go to ltem 12a.

ltem 11b NMFS HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES PERMIT NUMBER. Enter

the vessel's NMFS HMS permit number. If you are able to obtain
the tuna permit number, you should skip to item 14. [f the
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item 12a

ltem 12b

lterm 13a

Item 13b

ltem 14

respondent does not know or refuses to give his/fher number, check
the "don't know" or "refused" boxes, as appropriate, and go to ltem
12a.

VESSEL DOCUMENTED. If you were unable to get a NMFS HMS/
permit number, you should ask item 12a. [f the intercepted
vessel's Coast Guard documentation number is contained on your
1D listing, you need only verify the information with the respondent.
If this is not the case, ask the respondent "Is your vessel
documented with the Coast Guard?”. If the respondent says "yes",
fill in oval 1 and go to ltem 12b. If the respondent answers "no",
"don't know" or refuses, fill in ovals 2, 8, or 9 respectively, and go to
ftem 13a.

VESSEL DOCUMENTATION. Enter the intercepted vessel's Coast
Guard documentation number. f the Coast Guard number is not
already contained on the ID listing, chances are the respondent will
have to do a little searching to locate it (it probably will not be on
the side of the boat). Encourage the respondent to find the
number, and tell him/her that once we get the number into our
database, we shouldn't have to ask them fo search for it again. If
they do not know the number and/or cannot find i, fill in the "don't
know" oval and go to Item 13a. If they refuse to give you the
number, fill in the "refused" oval and go to ltem 13a.

VESSEL REGISTERED. If you were unable to get a tuna permit
number or a Coast Guard documentation number, you will need to
ask ltem 13a. If the intercepted vessel's state registration is
apparent (on the side of the boat), or if you have the

registration number listed on your ID listing, you need only verify
the information with the respondent. Iif this is not the case, ask the
respondent "Does your boat have a state registration number?".

VESSEL REGISTRATION. Enter the intercepted vessel's state
registration number. If the number is written on the side of the
boat, or if the state registration number is contained on your ID
fisting, you need only verify the information with the respondent,
and fill in the information on the coding form (including the state
abbreviation). If you can not determine the state registration
number, ask the respondent "What is your boat's state registration
number?" and fill in the information (including the state
abbreviation). If the vessel is not registered, or if you are unable {o
obtain the registration number, leave item 13b blank.

STATE CODE. Record the 2 digit numeric state code for which the
respondent indicates is the vessel’s primary port state in the
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Item 15

ltem 16

next set of boxes, record the state's abbreviation as well.

RETURN TIME. The purpose of this question is to determine when
the respondent returned from his/her trip. If you actually see the
respondent return to the site, you need only verify the return time
with him/her. Otherwise you should ask "At about what time did
your boat return to this site?". Returning boats that had docked
prior to the assignment start time will be included in the dockside
survey. Please interview eligible boats regardless of their arrival
time on that day. Use military time to record the return time.

TARGET SPECIES. Fill in the appropriate code for the species or
species group that the respondent was primarily targeting on the
intercepted trip. It is important that you probe to find the primary
target species, since there is room for only one response on the
coding form. If the primary species code is not listed, simply record
the actual species name in the blank provided. If the angler says
they were targeting SHARKS but will not specify species then
code 3591 for Unknown Shark. The code for unclassified Tuna
is 4656. The code for "All species combined” is 8888. Code
5250 for "OTHER". See other species codes on pages 35 and
36.

If the angler states that he/she was targeting bluefin tuna, be sure to determine
which size class they were targeting! If the person will not specify which size
class of bluefin tuna they are targeting, code 4670.

See additional large pelagic species designation/codes below on page:

ltem 17a

ltem 17b

ltem 18

ltem 19

TOURNAMENT PARTICIPATION. Check the appropriate box to
indicate if the intercepted vessel was participating in a tournament
on the intercepted trip.

TOURNAMENT NAME. If the respondent answered yes at
question 17a, ask for the name of the tournament at question 17b,
and fill in the name on the coding form (one letter per box). If the
angler was not fishing in a tournament, leave item 17b blank.

PRIMARY GEAR. indicate the primary fishing gear used on the
intercepted trip. In most areas, this will usually be oval 1 (rod and
reel). If the angler states that a fishing gear other than rod and reel
or handline was primarily used, fill in oval 3, write in the other gear
and terminate the interview.

NUMBER OF LINES. Interviewers should enter the number of lines
the boat had in the water.
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ftems 20

Hem 21

ltem 22

ftem 23

item 24

ltem 25

ltem 26

tem 27

HOURS FISHED. Indicate the number of hours spent actually
fishing with the primary gear. Do not include the time spent
traveling to and from the fishing area.

BAIT USED. Indicate if live, dead, and/or artificial bait was used on
the intercepted trip with the primary fishing gear. Be sure to fill in
all ovals that apply.

METHOD(S) USED. Indicate whether anglers were frolling,
chumming or chunking or other- Fill in all ovals that apply and
SPECIFY IF OTHER.

NUMBER OF ANGLERS. Indicate the total number of anglers who
were actively involved in large pelagic fishing on the intercepted
trip. Do not include persons who did no fishing.

LOCATION. Indicate the latitude and longitude coordinates of the
main fishing site that was used for the intercepted trip. If the
respondent states that he/she was fishing at one of the sites listed
on the fishing area list, write the area name on the line provided
and fill in the corresponding lat/long (which should be provided on
the area list in Appendix C). If the respondent was not fishing at
one of the listed area, ask the respondent to indicate the area at
which he/she was fishing and obtain the lat/long if possible.

MILES OFFSHORE. Indicate the maximum number of miles that
the intercepted vessel strayed from land on the intercepted trip. Be
sure to get the mileage to the nearest point of land, as opposed to
the mileage to the site of intercept.

WATER DEPTH. Indicate the depth (in feet) at the intercepted
vessel's fishing location. If the respondent cannot provide an exact
depth, try to obtain a depth range, and use the midpoint. if the
response is given in fathoms, remember that

. 6 FEET = 1 FATHOM

and adjust the response accordingly, or just write the number of
fathoms to the side of the boxes on the coding form, and later
convert the measurement to feet.

WATER TEMPERATURE. Indicate the surface water temperature

in degrees Fahrenheit. This can usually be obtained from the
captain.
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ltem 28 NAME AND PHONE. QuanTech, Inc. is contractually required to a
percentage of all interviews. To do so, we must have a name and
phone number where the respondent can be reached for an
extremely short interview (about 2 minutes). This number will not
be used for the Large Pelagic Telephone Survey, and the
respondent does not necessarily need to give his/her full name, or
a home phone number. (A first name and a work phone number is
fine.) Clearly record the respondent's name and phone number
(including area code) in the appropriate boxes on the coding form.

Were any fish caught, landed, or released? If yes then the interviewer will
continue the interview on the second page. If respondent answered no
then the interview is completed. Additionally, if respondent answers no
then only the first page of the intercept will be faxed to QuanTech. Always
remember to fill in one of the two ovals. Otherwise, QuanTech will be
unable to determine whether or not there should be a second page tied to
the intercept.

Questions 4, 5 and 6 are repeated at the top of the second page. This will
prevent confusion when numerous forms are faxed in to the home office. Always
complete these blocks!

ltem 29 CAUGHT FISH. Indicate if any fish were caught on the fishing trip.
if fish were caught, fill in oval 1 for "yes". If no fish were caught,
the respondent claims that they do not know if fish were caught, or
if they refuse to answer, fill in oval 2, 8, or 9 as appropriate, end the
interview, and thank the respondent for their time. Be especially
careful to fill in the correct response at Item 30.
item 30 FISH COUNTS. If fish were caught, indicate, by species:
. the number of fish that the angler kept.
. the number of fish released alive;
. the number of fish released dead;
. the number of fish kept that have been or will be sold.
If you are absolutely certain that the respondent is making a mistake in count or
species identification, you should record the correct information on your form, as

opposed to the incorrect information supplied by the respondent.

There is also a category for "SELL" fish. Be sure that the respondent includes al
kept fish when you ask the first part of Item 30. When you ask "How many of
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those ___that you kept did you sell or do you plan to sell?", the response should
be a subset of those fish that were kept.

The Field Guide of Large Pelagic Fish Species and Guide to the Tunas of the
Western Atlantic will help with species identifications. Peterson’s Field Guide fo
Atlantic Coast Fishes of North America is also a good source of information.

For the purposes of this survey, bluefin tuna size classifications should be
determined by their straight fork length. If a respondent reports that he/she
caught and kept 4 young school bluefin, for example, and at ltem 30 you are
able to measure the fish and find that one is 1156 millimeters long, you should
code Iltems 30 and 31 fo reflect that the angler caught and kept only 3 young
school bluefin, along with 1 large school bluefin.

Fill out the corresponding coding boxes for each species that the angler caught.
If the angler cannot remember or refuses to indicate how many he/she kept or
released of a certain species, record “"don't know" or "refused” (as appropriate) in
the spaces provided. If the angler kept none of the fish he/she caught, be sure
to fill in 00 in the appropriate boxes. Do not leave the boxes blank!

if you encounter a species not listed, write in the name of the species at the
"Other" line, along with the species counts.

if you encounter another type of fish species not listed in the table, write in the
name of the species at the "Other" line, along with the species counts. All fish
caught should be included on form even if they are not large pelagic fish. If there
are more that two “Other” fish (fish not on the list of species), use as many
second pages of the interview form as necessary to include alt fish caught. On
each second page make sure you fill in ltems 4 through 6 at the top of the page.

Please refer to the species code list in Appendix G and record the code after
recording the name of fish that are not listed in the table on the second page of
the intercept form. This should be done in the "Other” section, the two rows at
the bottom of the table.

In the example below, on this interview, 1 yellowfin tuna was kept but there was
also some bycatch of bluefish. The code for bluefish is 0230, there were 7 kept
and 3 released alive, none released dead, and none to sell.

Anasiic Hemine iish

Kieg hiaczered 1248
Dophin 15410
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Always remember to probe for bycatch.

ftem 31 FISH AVAILABLE TO LOOK AT. If the angler did catch and keep
any fish, ask "May | measure the fish?". If the respondent says
"yes", fill in oval 1. If the respondent refuses to Ist you measure the
fish, or has no fish available to look at, then fill in oval 2. If fish
were kept but not measured, then provide the reason why in the
NOTES section.

IMPORTANT

« If you cannot measure the fish whole or gutted it does not belong under
item 32.

* Only record measurements in item 32 if you measured the fish yourself.

+ Fish that have been filleted are not considered "available to look at". If
you encounter fish that are filleted, do not include them at ltem 32.

If the respondent does have large pelagic fish for you to look at, you should
proceed with the collection of the following data:

SPECIES CODE. Use the four digit species codes listed for ltems 31, if the
species code is not listed, record the actual species name in
the boxes for other at the bottom of the table.

Remember, there are 1000 millimeters in one meter...

STRAIGHT FORK LENGTH {SFL).
Measure using a metal measuring tape and record only the
straight fork length of the fish in millimeters.

CURVED FORK LENGTH (CFL).
Required for BFT, obtain for other tunas if time permits.
Measure using a cloth or plastic measuring tape and record
only the curved fork length of the fish in millimeters.

GENDER (GEN). For all sharks and dolphin (mahi mahi), record the gender
of each fish (1=male, 2=female, 8=undetermined).

PREP. Record the preparation of the species (0=whole, 2=gutted,
6=pectoral length measurement large medium and giant
bluefin tuna size classes only).

See Appendix D for information on obtaining fish lengths. Only fish that are
whole or gutted should be measured (prep= 0 or 2). The ONLY exception to this
rule is for Giant Category and Large Medium Category bluefin tuna. If these fish
are brought in headed then the interviewer should obtain both straight and
curved pectoral length measurements and place a 6 in the PREP code box
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indicating a pectoral length measurement. DO NOT RECORD A PECTORAL
MEASUREMENT FOR ANY OTHER FISH SPECIES OR BLUEFIN TUNA SIZE
CATEGORY.

Special boxes for measuring billfish and swordfish are located at the bottom of
the second page of the intercept questionnaire. There are boxes for both an
upper bill measurement (tip of upper bill to fork in the tail) and a lower jaw
measurement {tip of lower jaw to fork in the tail). If you measure a biilfish, record
the upper bill length measurement ONLY IF the bill is intact (complete). Do not

record the upper bill lengthif the bill is broken.
Creel Census Information

Only ten fish of any one species/size class should be recorded at ltem 31 for
each page. If you inspect more fish than will fit on one page, fill in ltems 4
through 6 at the top of the second half of another form and use that form to fil in
the remaining fish.

SUB-SAMPLING.

When measuring fish, it may not be possible to obtain length information for all
of the available fish. If there are so many fish that individual measurements
cannot be obtained, then a representative sample of fish should be measured.

For example, if there were 38 dolphin (mahi mahi) and there is only time to
record 10 measurements, then ten fish could be sub-sampled.

To randomly sub-sample the fish, you should blindly determine which fish you
inspect; do not purposely fry to pick the fish that look "average”. The best
random sampling method for this situation is to line up the fish from smaliiest to
largest and count them, then divide the number of fish available for
measurement by the number of iength observations that are obtainable.
Foliowing the above example, recall that you estimate that you have time to
measure 10 fish...

If there are 38 dolphin lined up from smallest to largest...

then 38 divided by 10 is 3.8...

then round to nearest integer...in this case 4

then begin by counting from the smallest or largest fish first and go down the line
and measure every 4th fish

Remember that if you encounter a bluefin tuna, its size classification
should be determined by its straight fork length. If an angler tells you that
he/she caught a large school bluefin at ltem 30, for instance, and you find
that it actually measures 1465 millimeters, you should record it as a small
medium bluefin at Item 30. You should also make sure that you record it as
a small medium in item 31.
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LENGTH.  Fish lengths should be recorded to the nearest millimeter (do not
use inches or centimeters)! Most of the measuring tapes that will
be used for the LP!S will be marked in both the metric and english
measurments. To determine millimeters, muitiply the centimeter
reading by 10 and add the number of smaller markings past the
centimeter marking. For example, a fish that measures to the small
line past 73 centimeters would be 731 millimeters. Since four
coding boxes are provided for the length, the length should be
coded as 0731. Interviewers should be careful not to introduce
digit bias into their measurements -- do not round off--0731 to
0730! Interviewers will also be provided with measuring tapes.

Reminder: A new requirement for 2005 will be to obtain both straight fork
length (SFL) and curved fork length (CFL) for bluefin tuna that are
available to measure. If time permits, interviewers should obtain
both SFL and CFL for other tunas as well.

Do not obtain pectoral fin measurements (from base of pectoral fin to fork
in tail) for fish that have been beheaded unless it is a giant or large medium
biuefin tuna. Fish that have had their tail cut off should not be measured.

SEE YOUR FIELD GUIDE OF LARGE PELAGIC FISH SPECIES FOR MORE
INFORMATION ABOUT IDENTIFYING, MEASURING, AND DETERMINING
GENDER OF FISH.

NOTE: PLEASE FORWARD ANY NEWSPAPER ARTICLES FOCUSING ON
LARGE PELAGIC FISHING IN YOUR AREA TO QUANTECH. You will be the
individuals best capable of providing the QuanTech headquarters with
local information affecting large pelagic fishing.

SITE DESCRIPTION FORM

The Site Description Form (SDF) is used to summarize the resuits of the
completed assignment with information from each site (within a cluster).
Each assignment that you send in must include a Site Description Form. An
example of a blank Site Description Form may be found in Appendix B.

INTERVIEWER CODE: Each interviewer is given a unique four-digit
identification number. This number, found on the
back of the Agreement, should be used on all
submitted forms.

INTERVIEW DATE: The interviewer should record the Month/Day of the
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STATE CODE:

CLUSTER ID.

intercept. Two digits for both the month and the day
should be used.

Enter the two-digit numeric code for the state of intercept.
The state code list may be found in Appendix E.

Enter the two digit number for the cluster of sites that you
are assigned for that day. The cluster number should be
listed in your assignment schedule. Possible values will
range from 01, 02, 03...to 10.

CONTROL NUMBER: Each assignment is given a four-digit identifying

SITE #1 CODE

COUNTY CODE #1

ESTIMATE # OF

number. The first digit of the control number indicates
if it is a weekend or weekday assignment. [f the first
digit is a 1, it is scheduled for a Saturday, Sunday, or
holiday (e.g., July 4™, Independence Day). If the first
digit is a 2, it is scheduled for Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. The second digit
indicates the mode of the assignment. A 1 indicates
an assignment during which charter boat intercepts
are preferred, while a 2 indicates that private boat
intercepts are desired. NEVER LEAVE THE
CONTROL NUMBER BLANK. BE SURE THAT YOU
HAVE THE CORRECT CONTROL NUMBER GIVEN
TO YOU BY YOUR FIELD SUPERVISOR.

Enter the four-digit number of the first site visited where
interviews are being conducted. The site number should be
fisted on the interviewer's assignment schedule as one of
the sites within the assigned cluster, as well as in the site
register.

Enter the three-digit number assigned to the site
visited where interviews are being conducted. The
county code should be listed on the interviewer's
assignment schedule, as well as in the site register.

ELIGIBLE VESSELS

PER DAY FOR
CURRENT MONTH

Estimate the number of eligible vessels per day for
the current month on a good weather day that will
return to the site. This estimate will likely vary
according to the number of private or charter boats
at each site and the day type (weekend or weekday).
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Under "PR" enter the numbers estimated for both
weekend and weekday for Private boat trips. Under
"CH" enter the number estimated for both weekend
and weekday for Charter boat trips.

BEST TIME Enter the code for the best time to intercept vessels
according to weekend and weekday for each boat trip
type (charter and private).

STATUS: All intercepted persons should be classified under the
approptiate status and tallied on the Site Description Form
for each site. Status definitions are as follows:

COMPLETED
INTERVIEWS

Enter the number of completed verifiable interviews with eligible respondents according
to Question 11b, Permit Type (CH for charter/headboat permitted vessels, PR for
General and Angling permitted vessels).

Permit type should be verified using the permit listing, if the vessel is listed.

If the respondent does not have a HMS permit, does not know what type, refused the
question, and the vessel is not listed in the permit listing, please refer to Question 103,
Boat Primarily Operated As...

If the respondent does not know or refuses to answer 10a, then refer to 10b, trip today.
If the respondent does not know or refuses to answer 10b, please note in the comments
section of the SDF.

To the right of "PR" enter the number of private boat trip interviews. To the right of "CH",
enter the number of charter type trip interviews.

The interview is considered a completed verifiable interview
with an eligible respondent if there is:

« A respondent name and telephone number

or

« A boat name and vesse! identifier that is in the 1D listing
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MID-INTERVIEW REFUSALS  If you initiated the interview questionnaire with

INITIAL REFUSALS

L ANGUAGE BARRIER:

ESTIMATE OF MISSED
ELIGIBLE BOATS

BOATS THAT
HAVE NOT RETURNED

Ineligibles

someone but they terminated the interview
after you began asking questions, thank them
for their time and tally.

If a seemingly efigible respondent refuses to be
interviewed at all, it is considered an "initial
refusal” and should be tallied. Ask the person
his or her name and record it along with the
boat name (and any other identifying
information, such as state registration #)in the
comments section of the SDF.

Eill in the number of interviews you couid not obtain
due to language incompatibility. If you inittated an
interview with an respondent, but were unable to
continue due to communication (language) problems,
tally. You may conduct the interview with a captain's
translator, if one is present. If this does occur, please
note this on the SDF.

Determine the number of boats that you miss at each
site because you are in the midst of another interview.
Record the number of boats appearing to be eligible
that you are unable to intercept at each site because
you were interviewing another vessel's respondent.
Do not include boats that may be at other sites within
the cluster. Rather, include those vessels in the
section for the other site.

When you leave a site within the assigned cluster,
and there are still boats that are expected back,
record the number of vessels that have not yet
returned.

When you are conducting an assignment, all intercepted respondents who are
determined ineligible during the screening introduction should be tallied in the
appropriate boxes in this section.

DID NOT TARGET
OR CATCH LARGE
PELAGIC SPECIES

If you discover during the screening process that you
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have intercepied someone that did not just complete
an offshore oceanic fishing trip during which they
targeted, caught, released, or incidentally caught
large pelagic fish, then tally the respondent as 'DID
NOT TARGET OR CATCH LARGE PELAGIC FISH'.

If large pelagic fish are in plain view and the
respondent claims that they did not target or catch
large pelagic fish, then do not tally this person as 'DID
NOT TARGET OR CATCH LARGE PELAGIC FISH".
Instead, tally the respondent as an initial refusal and
ask the person his or her name and record it along
with the boat name (and any other identifying
information, such as state registration #) in the
comments section of the SDF. h

NOT CAPTAIN/OWNER

OR MATE If you discover during the screening process that you
have intercepted someone who is not the captain,
owner or mate of the boat (Screener Item 1) then try
to locate the eligible respondent, if all eligible
respondents for the vessel have already left the site
then tally as 'NOT CAPTAIN/OWNER OR MATE'.

RECORD DATA FOR EACH SITE WITHIN THE CLUSTER THAT YOU VISIT.

SITE CODE, COUNTY CODE, ESTIMATE # OF ELIGIBLE VESSELS PER DAY
FOR CURRENT MONTH, BEST TIME, COMPLETED INTERVIEWS BY BOAT
TYPE, MID-INTERVIEW REFUSALS, INITIAL REFUSALS, LANGUAGE
BARRIER, ESTIMATE OF MISSED ELIGIBLE BOATS, BOATS THAT

HAVE NOT RETURNED, DID NOT TARGET OR CATCH LARGE PELAGIC
SPECIES, and NOT CAPTAIN/OWNER OR MATE.

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY FORM

The Assignment Summary Form (ASF) is used to summarize the results of the
completed assignment, and to charge for work done on the assignment. Each
assignment that you send in must include an Assignment Summary Form. An
example of a blank Assignment Summary Form may be found in Appendix B.

INTERVIEWER NAME:  The interviewer should PRINT his or her name in
BLOCK CAPITAL LETTERS.
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INTERVIEWER CODE:  Each interviewer is given a unique four-digit

INTERVIEW DATE:

identification number. This number, found on the
back of the Agreement, should be used on all
submitted forms.

The interviewer should record the Month/Day of the
intercept. Two digits for both the month and the day
should be used.

CONTROL NUMBER: Each assignment is given a four-digit identifying

STATE CODE:

COUNTY.

CLUSTERID.

BEGIN.

END.

number. The first digit of the control number indicates
if it is a weekend or weekday assignment. If the first
digit is a 1, it is scheduled for a Saturday, Sunday, or
holiday (e.g., July 4™ , independence Day). If the first
digit is a 2, it is scheduled for Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. The second digit
indicates the mode of the assignment. A 1 indicates
an assignment during which charter boat intercepts
are preferred, while a 2 indicates that private boat
intercepts are desired. NEVER LEAVE THE
CONTROL NUMBER BLANK. BE SURE THAT YOU
HAVE THE CORRECT CONTROL NUMBER GIVEN
TO YOU BY YOUR FIELD SUPERVISOR.

Enter the two-digit numeric code for the state of intercept.
The state code list may be found in Appendix E.

Enter the three-digit number assigned to the site of the
intercept. The county code should be listed on the
interviewer's assignment schedule, as well as in the site
register.

Enter the two digit number for the cluster of sites that you
are assigned for that day. The cluster number should be
listed in your assignment schedule. Possible values will
range from 01, 02, 03...to 10.

Enter the time (military format) when you begin your
assignment. That is, enter the time when you arrive on-site
to begin your assignment.

Enter the time (military format) when you finish your
assignment. That is, enter the time when you leave the
cluster and terminate the assignment,

Weather Favorable for Fishing Offshore?
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Fill in the oval for “Yes” if the weather conditions are
favorable for offshore fishing. If the offshore conditions are
poor, fill in the oval for “No”. In general, strong winds (25-30
knots, especially from the Northeast) and high seas
(especially greater than 8-10 feet) will cause many offshore
fishermen to cancel their trips. Assignments that are
conducted despite poor offshore conditions should be
attempted only when fishing activity can be confirmed
beforehand.

Time and Expense Report

TOTAL 1

TOTAL 2

TOTAL 3

OTHER

Record your base rate for the assignment in the boxes to the left of
"TOTAL 1".

Record the number of complete verifiable interviews with eligible
respondents you obtained and enter the bonus for the month
during which the assignment was completed. Mulfiply the number
of complete verifiable interviews with eligible respondents by the
bonus and record the result in the boxes to the left of "TOTAL 2"

Filt in the last four digits of your beginning and ending odometer
readings, and calculate the total round trip mileage from your home
to the assigned site(s) and back. You should include driving
mileage between sites within the cluster as well. You will be
reimbursed $0.405 for each mile traveled. Multiply your round-trip
mileage by $0.405 and enter the total in the boxes to the left of
"TOTAL 3".

AUTHORIZED

EXPENSES:

This section should be used to record expenses such as
tolls, parking fees, ferry fees, or phone calls to your area
supervisor. Any expense claimed in this section must be
accompanied by a copy of the receipt! Label and record
the cost of each expense on the lines provided. Any
expense other than tolls, parking fees, ferry fees, or phone
calls to your area supervisor must be authorized by
QuanTech headquarters staff in writing.

GRAND TOTAL:  The grand total is the sum of TOTAL 1, TOTAL 2, TOTAL 3,

SIGN IN

and other authorized expenses incurred on the assignment.
Record the total of these items in the boxes {o the right of
"GRAND TOTAL".
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All interviewers are required to introduce themselves to the dockmaster or
marina operator upon arrival to each site within the assigned cluster. Request
and record the person's nhame and contact number, then ask the dockmaster or

marina operator if they would verify your presence by writing their initials on your
ASF.
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ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES
Data Delivery

Because of the rigid requirements for the LPIS, it is vital that QuanTech receive
all completed Assignment Summary Forms, Site Description Forms, and
Interview Questionnaires within 24 hours of assignment completion. To
accomplish this, we are distributing FAX machines QN LOAN. Inierviewers are
responsible for making arrangements to fax each day's work o QuanTech within
24 hours of assignment completion. Fax your forms IN CHRONOLOGICAL
ORDER starting with the assignment summary form first and the site description
form second. If you forget to fax your forms in or there are any problems with
the OCR data capture system reading your forms you may be asked to re-edit
and re-fax your forms.

Only one fax TRANSMISSION per assignment. That is, if you are sending in
forms from two assignments they must be sent separately!

QuanTech has provided a Toll Free FAX number for your convenience

Please fax all pages in order (assignment summary first, serving as the cover

sheet)to 1-877-694-8808.

If for any reason you are unable to fax completed forms within the time schedule,
you must contact QuanTech and your Field Supervisor immediately so
arrangements can be made to get your forms faxed in. We will not pay for any
assignment that arrives at QuanTech too late for inclusion in each week's data
delivery to NMFS.

Pay Schedule
Paychecks for fisheries interviewers are mailed every two weeks.

Interviewer Status

All QuanTech interviewers are considered independent contractors. This means
that no taxes will be withheld from an interviewer's check. Interviewers are
responsibie for keeping track of all personal finances relevant to state, local, and
federal tax laws. If you have any questions about this, you should ask your Field
Supervisor. Interviewers are not NMFS employees.
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PERSONNEL ROLES

State Supervisor
Each state or state group has a state supervisor (Field Supervisor). This person
is someone who is knowledgeable in the local fishing activity and fisheries in
your area, and who is a veteran field interviewer. This person will also be
responsible for coordinating assignment scheduling, as well as occasional quality
control visits. You should contact your Field Supervisor whenever you:

+ Need advice on fish identification;

« Have a question about the site register or a certain site; or

« Have a question about general interviewing procedures or coding.
As previously indicated you will have a field supervisor that also schedules the
dockside assignments. Therefore, your primary contact while working on the
LPIS will be your Field Supervisor.
You will contact your Field Supervisor for the following reasons:

+ To reschedule or cancel an assighment;

« To see if there are any additional assignments available;

If you need to contact Daemian Schreiber at the QuanTech headquarters office
to get more paperwork or supplies you may call or email him.

Daemian's e-mail address is dschreiber@quantech.com

The headquarters office can be reached at 1-800-229-5220

Press 8 for Daemian Schreiber
Press 7 for Rob O'Haver

Headquarters staff may also be in contact with you from time to time to verify
information or critique your paperwork.
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Large Pelagics Species?

Species Code

Species Name

NO 0180 Barracuda

NO 0230 Bluefish

NO 0570 Ceobia

NO 0815 Cod (Unclassified)

NO 12198 Summer Flounder (Unclassified)
NO 1240 King Mackerel

NO 2695 Pollock {Unclassified)

NO 3350 Black Sea Bass

NO 3511 Smocth Dogfish

NO 3521 Spiny Dogfish

NO 3840 Spanish Mackerel

YES 0030 Greater Amberjack

YES 0330 Atlantic Benito

YES 1050 Dolphin

YES 2161 White Marlin

YES 217 Blue Marlin

YES 3026 Saiifish

YES 3531 Common Thresher

YES 3541 Bigeye Thresher

YES 3551 Shortfin Makeo

YES 35681 L.ongfin Makg

YES 4328 Swordfish

YES 4661 Skipjack

YES 4670 Bluefin Tuna (Unclassified)
YES 4671 BFT - Giani {1956mm+}

YES 4673 8FT - Young Scheol (1-655mm)
YES 4676 BFT - Small Medium {1446-1785mm}
YES 4677 BFT - School (856-1145mm)
YES 4678 BET - Large School (1146-1445mm)
YES 4679 BFT - Large Medium (1486-1855mm)
YES 4681 Little Tunny

YES 4691 Bigeye Tuna

YES 4701 Albacore

YES 4714 Yeliowfin Tuna

YES 4720 Wahoo

YES 4781 Scalloped Hammerhead

YES 4791 Smeooth Hammerhead

YES 4801 White Shark

YES 4811 Porbeagle Shark

YES 4821 Sandbar Shark

YES 4831 Bignose Shark

YES 4841 Dusky Shark

YES 4861 Silky Shark

YES 4861 Night Shark

YES 4871 Black Tip Shark

YES 4881 Spinner Shark
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YES 4891 Bull Shark

YES 4901 Qceanic Whitetip Shark

YES 4931 Blue Shark

YES 4951 Great Hammerhead

YES 2181 Marlin (Unclassified)

YES 3571 Mako Shark {Unclassified)
3591 Unknown Shark

YES 4656 Unknown Tuna

YES 5250 Other Large Pelagic Species
8888 All Species Combined
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2005 Lp1S ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY FORM

A IEEEIIIIIII rEvmEcons [ CToTo 3]

DATE (MO/DAY) amn STATE CODE COUNTY mﬂ
CLUSTER Ip ﬂn CONTROL # nﬂn BEGIN nﬁm

END n 5
Weather Favoraple  «g Yes (USE24 HR CLOCK) .E
for Fishing Offshore? < No

TIME AND EXPENSE

+ ASBIGNMENT RATE $ - TOTAL 1 ‘

¥ OF COMPLETE VERIFIABLE INTERVIEWS WITH ELIGIBLE RESPONDENTS
BONUS) § [T e N : z

" Lol xeows s (5T G757 -5 o<, [oT0] ora
e ows) s [O[L[010] ~5 [6F1[50] romes ‘

TRAVEL

4 ENDING ODOMETER AS F
E 4 mn BEGINNING ODOMETER

m o TOTALMILEAGE @ $2r‘8£‘ig¢-/rM!LE = § . TOTAL 4

QTHER AUTHORIZED EXPENSES SPECIFY
s LT

:%

$ .

.:: GRAND TOTAL  § .@Q
LfD r

is interviewing boat owners and captains loday at

as partof an on-going Federal study to obtain

recreational catch ang sffort information associated with larger offshore fish such as
tuna, sharks, and bilifish.

QuanTech, inc., of Arlington, Virginia, is carrying out interviewing at your fagifity. Should
You have any questions or concerns about the survey or the interviower assigned to your
facility, you may contact Daemian Schreiber at {800) 229-5220, extension 7831,

Our survey procedures require me to sign in and out at each
Could | have Your name and a phane number here?
CONTACT PERSON

fishing tocation that 1 visit,

PHONE NUMBER

4ol TAR Ny

—+

Time: 3130]"‘ Initials: ‘Q@



T +

SITE DESCRIPTION FORM - LARGE PELAGICS INTERCEPT SURVEY

1. INTERVIEWER CODE mn 2. INTERVIEW DATE (MM / D) m S I T E
3. STATE CODE 4. CLUSTER 5. GONTROL NUMBER E!E

SITE #1 NAME

BIAIHIZIAL IMAIRT|N A | |
st [O[ofo]q] g [0]4Q] " -

WE Wwo WE wo
ESTIMATE # of ELIGIBLE '
- BESTTEME_CODES VESSELS PER DAY FOR lO} i HO IO I IO !Ll | 0|0
T =8am-i2pm 2= 12pm-d4pm CURRENT MONTH
3=dpm-8pm 4= 8pm-Midnight

COMPLETED E ‘3 Z 3

INTERVIEWS

MID-INTERVIEW INITIAL LANGUAGE ESTIMATE OF BOATS THAT  DID NOT TARGET  NOT CAPTAIN/
REFUSALS REFUSALS  BARRIER  MISSED ELIGIBLE HAVENQT  OR CATCH LARGE OWNER
" Lol

BOATS RETURNED  PELAGIC SPECIES OR MATE
CH i Of i

lolo] [o[i] [o]o] [o[o] [ofo] [o3] [6]0]

+
HIAIRIBIoIR] [FS[LIAIND |
e lola) gy M " ”

WE wo WE wo
ESTIMATE # of ELIGIBLE
1= 2 VESSELS PER DAY FOR Io;ﬂuﬂol IOIOHOIOI
= Bam-12pm 2 = 12pm-dpm CURRENT MONTH
3= 4pm-Bpm 4 = Bpm-Midnight

COMPLETED BESTTIME

INTERVIEWS
MID-INTERVIEW INITIAL LANGUAGE ESTIMATE OF BOATS THAT  DID NOT TARGET  NOT GAPTAIN/

BEST TIME CODES

REFUSALS REFUSALS  BARRIER  MISSEDELIGIBLE  HAVENGT  OR CATCH LARGE OWNER
PR BOATS RETURNED  PELAGIC SPECIES OR MATE
[ele] [o]o] [o]¢] ©le] [e]e]
CH
lofo]
SITE # 3 NAME

CODE CODE #3

WE WD WE wo
ESTWATE # of ELIGIBLE
_  BEST TIME CODES VESSELS PER DAY FOR [ | I L I 1 | | l l l l
1=8am-12pm 2= 12pm-4pm CURRENT MONTH
3=dpm-8pm 4= 8pm-Midnight

wne [ 0 O O
COMPLETED
INTERVIEWS

MID-INTERVIEW INITIAL LANGUAGE ESTIMATE OF BOATS THAT  DID NOT TARGET NOT CAPTAIN/

REFUSALS REFUSALS  BARRIER  MISSEDELIGIBLE  HAVENOT  OR CATCH LARGE OWNER
PR D:] BOATS RETURNED  PELAGIC SPECIES  OR MATE
L]

N 0 O A O O N R

Refosd $oom “Reel UL BET on buard oowld aor
+ $o4 lﬂ\':) ]w, wool X Ay Ptd“‘\c,.ffu\‘e-— +




+

+

2005 Large Pelagics Intercept Survey Questionnaire OMB No. 0648-0380(Exp. 5/31/2006)

L INTERVIEWER Copg mnn 2. INTERVIEW DATE (MO / DAY} mn 3. INTERVIEW TiME mm
{USE 24 Hoyg CLOCK
4. STATE CODE EI 3. CONTROL NUMBER E 6. DOCUMENT NUMBER !

1= Maring
047 0] o[{] 1] | 3rmsoe
7a. COUNTY 1 7b. SITE Te. CLUSTER % SUETYPE | | 3 fg;ﬂ'f Ramp

9. What is the name af Your bopt? 170.What was the name of the tournament?

DOES NOTHAVE 4 &, ME)

8. What type of fishing gear was primarily used?
t0a. 1s your bogt primarily operated as g..,

i ¢ Rod and Reg|
| <@  Privaie B 8 < DontKnow
2 <> Handline
2 D Chanter Boat ? <> Refused
3 <5 Ower (SPECIEY) » TERMINATE
3D PanyiHead Boal ™ TERMINATE +
10b. Was the trip today a charter trip or private trip?
I < Charter B > bon'tknow
. i A £, ?
2 B Privas; 9 < Refused 9. How many fishing Hies were used for your (INSERT R) fishing
118 Does your boat have 2 NMFS HMS permit nember? E * Number of Lines
| i ves 8 7 Dor'tknow » GO 00124 .
20, How marny hours were spent fishing for farge fish in the Open uceat using
T D Nes 6o 1o 0.124 9 D Refused » Go T3 0.124 {INSERT GEAR)? That is, how maay hours were the lines in the water,
11b. What category is your NMFS Hims permit? with or without fish on them?
i Genezal 8 Don’t know E * Number of Hours Spent Fishing
2 @ ngiing 9 D Refused
i M
3T Charter/Head Boat 2. For your (JNSERT GEAR) fishing, which tvpe of bait was useqd?

(READ LIST- FILL INALL THAT A PPy, )]
Ele. What Is vour boat's NMFS Hns pernde number?

0 Live I € Anificial
L OREY[STE) -musaomnsrn - oo
>

s 22 For your UNSERT GEAR) fishing, which methog was used?
Pon'tknow > Refused (READ LIST: FILL IN ALL THAT 4 PprY)

I B Trolling | QChumming

I 0 Yes 8 25 portinow s 6o 1o 2.134 | G Chuking 1 < e (SPECIFY BELOW)
2 CONerGoTO Q.134 9 2 Refused » 6o 70 0734
2b.  YWhatis yeurr boat’s Coast Guard document nuntyer?

128, 1s your bost documented with the Const Guarg?

~ (F NUMBER Glven SKirrog.e 23. How many people on the boat were actively fishing with rod ang reel ar

bandline for Ia e fish?

> Don’tknow > Refused Andline for targe fis

13a.  Does your boat have a state reglstration number? * Number of Peopic Fishing
I 2 Yes 8 < Don'tknow » Go 70 Q.14 24, Where were you fising for terge fish?

2O NerGoTO e 9 5 Refused » 60 70 .14
13b. What is your bont"s state registration number?

T PPl TTTTT]
LLTTTTTIT] + Y] e
2 Don't know T Rofused

25, How many miles were you offshore—that is, how meny miles was it to the
nearest land?

14. What State Js the principle port location listed on YOur permit applicatipn?
* State FIPS Code > State Postal Code mn + Number of Miies
(NUMBERS) (LETTERS)
t ttom)?
15, At about what Hene did yaur hoat relurn to this site? 26 How many fect deep was the water (demth to battorm)

llmm (5% 24 Hour cock Eﬁmﬂ »Water Depth in Feet

16. For what species were yoy prlmarily fishing taday? 7. What was the surface water temperature in degrees Fabrenheit?

nun Species Name Y ‘ —r, * Water Temperature
(Probe for one species. If Bluefin Tina, probe forsizp

eategory. Choose appropriate code from Coding List)
17a. Were you partcipating jin o tournament today?

[ i 1 Y79 8 O Dontknow + Go T Q.18 L P I S
2 A No - SKIP TG 018 9 O Refused » GO 0018

28, It the event that my supervisor wishes to verify that I have been corducting Interviews here today,

may 1 have yonr name and telephone number?
RESPONDENT'S NAME

TELEPHUNE NUMBER

EEEIEEIIIIIIIIII M1 o[22 2 ]45Tg]
2D (MARK HERE 1P THE RESPONDENT woULD NOTPROVIDE 4 Name Or TeE, EPHONE NUMBER)
INIERVIEWER: WERE ANY FISH CAUGHT BY THE VESSEL Q.29 = YES)? - .yps S, NG

+




+ +

INTERVIEWER, PLEASE RE-RECORD THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM THE FRONT OF THIS INTERCEPT FORM:

4. STATE CODE 5. CONTROL NUMBER m 6. DOCUMENT NUMBER @D

29, Did you or apglers on your boat catch any tunas, biMfish, sharks, swordfish, doiphin, wahoo, amberjack, or other targe pelapic fish today?
| S Yes » Go o gy 2T O Ne s THANK RESPONDENT § <> Don'tknow v THANK RESPONDENT o = Refissed

3 What species were eaught? SEE LISTRELOW: FoR EACH SPECIES, ASk:
How many of those did you keep? How many of those were released alive?
How many of thosc were refeased dead? How many of those that Were kept were sold or will be sold?

Species / Size Category I Species Code N[u(:-::er %RGI:::: !;I:rg:;r
Younp Schaoi (1 - 655 mm) 4673 l
Schaol (655 -1 145 mm} 4677 ]
Large School (1146 - 1445 mm) 4678 oll [oloTo o000
B FT Small Medium (1446 - 1 785 mm) 4676 _[ l__ L]
Large Medium {1 786 - 1955 mm) 4679 | S
Giant {1956+ mm) 4671
Bigeve Tuna 4651 T
+ Albacore 4701 [
Yellowtin Tuna 4711 O QloiG|plo O
NOTES: Skipjack Tuna 4661
| _Blue Maglin 217t
White Marlin Uel T“
Sailfish 3025
Swordfish 4328
Shertfin Mako Shark 3551
Longfin Mako Shark 3581
White Shazk 4801
Tiger Shark 451 ]
Great Hammerhcad Shark 4951
Blue Shark 493
Common Thresher Shark
Dusky Shark
Sandbar Shark
Sand Figer Shark
Little Tunny
Atlantic Bonito
King Mackere|
Dolphin
+ Greatey Amberjack
[Wahon T
oter [BILIVIEF[T[STH] ] ORiZIo[ oo (ol o 016715
Other ’—1 —{“
3L May [ measure the fish? {INTERVIEWER: If fish were kept, but not measured, then provide regson why fish were not measured In notes sectlon above,)
| A v s kECORD SPECIES CODE. LENGTH, GENDER, AND PREPARATION OF SPECIMEN 2 3 No + THANK RESPONDENT
GENDER CODES: 1=MALE; 2=FEMALE PREF CODES: 0=WHaQLE; 2=GUTTED, 6:%
SPECIES CODE SFL (mm) CFL (mm)  GEN PREp SPECIES CODE SFL {mm) CFL (mm) GEN PREP

PREP

g1 lola[aq] J[o] . ]
o 22N o] - 1]
iy
1,
P
LT T me[]

BILLFISH & SPECIES D]jj UPPER BIL1, LOWER JAW
SWORDFISH CODE LENGTH (mm) LENGTH {mm)

+ +
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2005 Large Pelagles Intercept

. INTERVIEWER CODE mﬂ 2.
4. STATE CODE 5.

Survey Questionnalre

INTERVIEW DATE (MO / DAY) mﬂ“ 3. INTERVIEW TIME “E
CONTROL NUMBER, m 6. DOCUMENT NUMBER
Ta. COUNTY E 7b. SITE mm 7e. CLUSTER

-+

OMB No. 0648-0380 {Exp. 5/31/2006)

(USE 24 HOUR CLOCK)

1= Marina

2 = Private Dock
3 = Public Ramp
4 = Other

8. SIYETYPE m

9. What is the name of your boat? .
ol [CIplPTIAEN] T
R
3L (MARK HERE IF THE BOAT DOES NOT HAYE 4 NAME,
t0a. 1s your boat primarily operated as a..
{ > Privatc Boat 8 <> Don'tKnow

2 @il  Charter Boat o <>  Refused
3 < Panyftead Boat W TERMINATE

+

10b. Was the trip today & charter ¢rip or private trip?
| <«fi* Charter 8 <> Don'tkrow
2 > Privale 9 < Refused

11z. Does your boat have a NMFS HMS permit number?

t A Yes 8 <770 Don'tknow » GO TO Q424
1 O Nor GOTO QI 9 <0 Refuscd » GO TO Q.124
What category is your NMFS HMS permit?

1 <2 General 8 <> Don'tknow

2 O Angling 9 D Refused

3 GBS Charter/Head Boat

What is your boat's NMFS HMS permit number?

1’ i [D o 1 ‘3 3 q \ » (IFQ}?\?;’}JBER GIVEN, SKIP TO
< Don'tknow <> Refused

15 vour boat documented with the Coast Guard?
I <D Yes § < Don'tknow » GO TG Q.134

2 O Nor GOTO Q1A 9 <> Refused » GO IO Q.134
What {5 your boat's Coast Guard document tumbes?

ilb.

lic.

.

12h.

s (FF NUMBER GIVEN, SKIPTO Q.14)
<> Don'tkmow > Refused
Does your boat have n'state registration number?
1 <2 Yes 8 <> Don'tknow» GO TO Q.14
2 DO No» GOTO Q.14 § < Refused » GO TO Q.14
What is your boat's state registration pumber?

14. What State Is the principle port tncation listed on your permit application?

> Refused
» State FIPS Code + State Postal Code
24 MW

(NUMBERS) (LETTERS}
15. At about what timee did your boat return to this site?

“Ell {USE 24 HOUR CLOCK)

£6, For what species were you primarily fishing today?

STURTT] sy Bl Man

(Probe for one species. If Bluefin Tuna, probe for size
172, Were you participating in a tourzament today?

category. Choose appropriate code from Coding List.}
L Yes 8§ <> Dontknow» GOTOO.18
2 N No s SKIPTO .18 9 D Refused» GO TO 0.1

E3a.

13b.

<> Don’tknow

17

b.What wac the name of the touraament?

! 1 E § 1

‘What type of fishing gear was primarily used?
1 <> Rod and Rect
2 <> Handline
3 <5 Other (SPECIFYY W TERMINATE

19, How many fishing lines were used for your ({NSERT GEAR) fishing?

+ Number of Lines

How many hours were spent fishing for large fish in the open ocean using
(INSERT GEAR)? That Is, how rtany hours were the lines in the water,
with er without fish on them?

‘E@ » Number of Hours Spent Fishing

For your (INSERT GEAR) fishing, which type of bait was used?
(READ LIST: FILL IN ALL THAT APPLY)

| <> Live | SR Atificial
1 A Dead

For your ({NSERT GEAR) fishing, which method was used?
(READ LIST: FILL IN ALL THAT APPLY)

{ ol Trolling t 2 Chumming
1 > Chunking 1 <> Other (SPECIFY BELOW)

24,

2L

22,

23, How many people on the boat were actively fishing with rod and rect or

handline for large fish?

+ Number of Psople Fishing

24. Where were you fishing for large fish?

Tlob le[MpNIs] CAN][Y[o N
= [714]o[e] =

25, How many mifes were yon offshore-~4hat is, how wany miles was it to the
nearest land?

ma » Number of Miles

26, How many feet deep was the water {depth ta bottom)?

_L10]0]O] wmecvmningea

27, What was the surface water temperature in degrees Fabrenheit?

+ Water Temperature

28. In the event that my superviser wishes to verlfy that 1 have been conducting Interviews here today, may | have your name and telephone number?

RESPONDENT’S NAME

TELEPHONE NUMBER

elaluld

NN | |

2 o (MARK HERE IF THE RESPONDENT WOULD NOT PROVIDE 4 NAME OR TELEPHONE NUMBER)

INTERVIEWER: WERE ANY FISH CAUGHT BY THE VESSEL (.29 = XE§)?

+

il »yes <> sNO




i
INTERVIEWER, PLEASE RE-RECORD THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM THE FRONT OF THIS INTERCEPT FORM:

4. STATE CODE 5, CONTROL NUMBER ﬂ \ | 6. DOCUMENT NUMBER [E@

29, Did you or anglers on your hoat catch 2oy tunas, billfish, sharks, swordilsh, dolphin, wahoo, amberjack, or other large pelagle fish today?
| A Yes » GOTOQH 2 €775 No b THANK RESPONDENT 8 < Don'tknow ¥ THAMK RESPONDENT  © > Refused
40, What specles were caught? SEE LIST BELOW: FOR EACH SPECIES. ASK:

How many of those did yeu keep? How many of those were released alive?
How many of those were 1eleased dead? How many of those tht were kept were sold or will be sold?

Species / Size Category Species Code N;T:r :::;hgr Rﬂi;:: Tg'g:ﬁr
Younp School {1 -655 mm) 4673
School (656 -1 [45 mm) 4677
Large School {1146 - 445 mm) 4678
B FT Smalk Medium {1446 - 1785 mm) 4676
Large Medinm (1786 - 1955 mm) 4679
Giant {1956+ ram) 4671
Bigeye Tuna 4691
+ Albacore 4701
Yellowfin Tuna 4711
NOTES: Skipjack Tuna 4661
\(0__\,\ Blue Marlin 217
C&.{ )Q\,JB{ White Marlin 2161 clo|e|i|0]|0i0 |0
go&b‘ W}\\" Sailfish 3016
S LN L\D\\Q > Swordfisn 4328
wws ~ Shortfin Mako Shark 3551
Longfin Mako Shatk 3581
White Shark 4801
Tiger Shark 4911
Great Hammechead Shark 4951
Blue Shark 4931
Comman Thresher Shark 3531
Dusky Shark 48414
Sandbar Shark 4821
Sand Tiger Shark 3494
Liitle Tunny 4681
Atlantic Bonito 0330
King Mackerel 1940
Dolphin 1050
+ Greater Amberjack 0030
‘Wahoo 4720
Other
Other

31, May | measure the fish? (INTERVIEWER: If flsh were kept, but not measured, then provide reason why fish were not measured ln notes section above,)

t €T Yes b RECORD SPECIES CODE, LENGTH, GENDER, AND PREPARATION OF SPECIMEN 2 @ No » THANK RESPONDENT
GENDER CODES: 1=MALE; 2=FEMALE PREP CODES: 0=WHOLE; 2~GUTTED; 6=PECTORAL LENGTEH: VALID ONLY FOR SPECIES 4671 & 4670
SPECIES CODE SFL {mm) CFL¢mm) GEN PREP SPECIES CODE SFL {mm) CFL {mm) GEN PREP

i eI
| 6

[
~2

10, I, R
s (T T T e [(TT T g [T 1T (]
SWORDFISH CODE LENGTH {(mm) LENGTH (mm)

+ +
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2005 LPIS Screener and Introduction

Hello, my name is and | represent the Fisheries Research Group
of QuanTech, Inc. We are interviewing boat captains and owners for a study sponsored
by the National Marine Fisherles Service of the U.S. Department of Commerce. I'd like
to ask you a few questions about your fishing.

a. On this vessel, are you the captain, owner, or mate or passenger (designated
by the captain to participate in this survey)?

<> Yes CONTINUE <> No TERMINATE AND TALLY

b. Did your boat just return from an offshore rod and reel or handline fishing trip
in which you targeted or incidentally caught large fish such as tunas, billfish,
sharks, swordfish, dolphin, wahoo, amberjack, or other large pelagic fish?

<> Yes CONTINUE <> No TERMINATE AND TALLY

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT AND PRIVACY ACT NOTICE:

Coliection of information through the Large Pelagics Fishing Survey provides
essential information for the conservation and management of Atlantic highly
migratory species. Information on fish distribution and catch rates will be used for
stock assessment and in developing management programs to enhance fishing
opportunities. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to
average 5 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and
completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding
this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing this burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species (F/SF1),
1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Reporting of fishing effort and
catch of highly migratory species is required under the authority of the Atlantic Tunas
Convention Act. Consistent with the Privacy Act, it is NOAA policy to preserve the
confidentiality of information submitted under this reporting requirement, except that
NMFS may release such information in aggregate or summary form, such that
individual identifiers are not disclosed (NAQ 216-100). Notwithstanding any other
provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be
subject to a penalty for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.

OMB Control # 0648-0380 Expires 06/30/2006




2005 LPIS ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY FORM

NAME INTERVIEWER CODE l
DATE (MO/DAY) 1 STATE CODE [:]:I COUNTY
CLUSTER ID 1 CONTROL # BEGIN
END
Weather Favorable < Yes (USE 24 HR CLOCK)
for Fishing Offshore? <= No
TIME AND EXPENSE
+ ASSIGNMENT RATE $ .i TOTAL 1
# OF COMPLETE VERIFIABLE INTERVIEWS WITH ELIGIBLE RESPONDENTS
PR x (BONUS) $ =$ ] TOTAL 2
[ ) -»
CH x (BONUS) $ L =$ . TOTAL 3
TRAVEL
| ENDING ODOMETER AS F
l BEGINNING ODOMETER
D:D TOTAL MILEAGE @ $0.345°/ MILE= $ . TOTAL 4
OTHER AUTHORIZED EXPENSES (SPECIFY)
$ -
$ .
+ GRAND TOTAL  § | |. 1

Mr./Ms.

is interviewing boat owners and captains today at

tuna, sharks, and bilifish,

as part of an an-going Federal study to oblain
recreational catch and effort information associated with larger offshore fish such as

QuanTech, Inc., of Arlington, Virginia, is carrying out interviewing at your facility. Shouid
you have any questions or concerns about the survey or the interviewer assigned to your
facility, you may contact Daemian Schreiber at (800) 229-5220, extension 7831.

Qur survey procedures require me to sign in and out at each fishing location that | visit.

Could | have your name and a phon

CONTACT PERSON

e number here?
PHONE NUMBER

Time:

Initials:




£

+ +

SITE DESCRIPTION FORM - LARGE PELAGICS INTERCEPT SURVEY

1. INTERVIEWER CODE D:l:[j 2. INTERVIEW DATE (MM / DD} [:Dj::l S ' T E
3. STATE CODRE D:] 4, CLUSTER D] 5. CONTROL NUMBER E[D:l

SITE # 1 NAME

CODE CODE #1 WE WD WE WG ‘
ESTIMATE # of ELIGIBLE :
_ BEST TIME_CODES VESSELS PER DAY FOR f l ] I l ! } %
1=8am-12pm 2= 12pm-dpm CURRENT MONTH
3=4pm-Bpm 4 = 8pm-Midnight |
e ] [ [0 O
COMPLETED
INTERVIEWS
MID-INTERVIEW INITIAL LANGUAGE ESTIMATE OF BOATS THAT  DID NOT TARGET  NOT CAPTAIN/

REFUSALS REFUSALS  BARRIER MISSED ELIGIBLE HAVE NOT OR CATCH LARGE OWNER ‘
PR 80ATS RETURNED  PELAGIC SPECIES OR MATE :“
CH

U 0O oo

+

cH
CODE CODE#2 WE Wh WE wo
ESTIMATE # of ELIGIBLE
(g MECODES T SoErasone [T LT
3=4dpm-8pm 4= 8pm-Midnight CURRENT MONTH

wrne [ [0 [ [
COMPLETED
INTERVIEWS

MID-INTERVIEW INITIAL LANGUAGE ESTIMATE OF BOATS THAT ._DID NOT TARGET NOT CAPTAIN/

REFUSALS REFUSALS  BARRIER MISSED ELIGIBLE HAVENGT  OR CATCH LARGE OWHNER
PR II] BOATS RETURNED  PELAGIC SPECIES OR MATE
CH i

ALV OO O -

PR CH
CODE CODE #3 WE WD WE WD
ESTIMATE # of ELIGIBLE
BEST TIME CODES VESSELS PER DAY FOR } ] l ,
1= 8am-12pm 2= 12pm-dpm

CURRENT MONTH
3=4pm-Bpm 4= 8pm-Midnight

wrme [ ] [ [
COMPLETED
INTERVIEWS
MID-INTERVIEW INITIAL LANGUAGE ESTIMATE OF BOATS THAT  DID NOYT TARGET NOT CAPTAIN/
REFUSALS REFUSALS BARRIER MISSED ELIGIBLE HAVE NOT OR CATCH LARGE OWNER
PR

BOATS RETURNED  PELAGIC SPECIES OR MATE
CH [

A Y O O I O A O

COMMENTS:

+ +




-
2005 Large Pelagics

{. INTERVIEWER CODE Dj:[j

intercept

-

weomry LL L mame LT T T e cosrn

survey Questlonnaire

INTERVIEW DATE (MO / DAY} E:D 3.
4, STATE CODE [:]::l 5, CONTROL NUMBER D:I:D 6.

OMB No. 0648-0380 (Exp. 5/31/2006)

(USE 24 HOUR CLOCK)
DOCUMENT NUMBER
1 = Marina
ED D 2 = Private Dock
3 = Public Ramp
8. SITETYPE 1 = Other

3Th.What was the name of the tournament?

g9, Whatis the nane of your boat?

|

v < (MARK HERE IF THE BOA T DOES NOT HAVE A NAME)
ts your boat primarily operated 8s ..

[ — g <> DontKnow
>  Charter Boat 9 <> Refused

t0a.
Private Boat

-

What type of {ishing gear was primariy used?
| € Rodand Reel
2 ¢ Handline
3 77D Other {SPECIFY) ¥ TERMINATE

]

| |

3 > Pasty/Head Boal - TERMINA TE +
10b, Was the trip today a charter telp or private trip? r
{ > Charter 8 <> Don’tknow
2 > Private 9 > Refused 15.
{la. Boesyour boat have u NMFS HMS permi number?
i O Yes § €O Don'tknow» GG TO Q124 20
2 C O No» GOTOQI2 9 7D Refused » GO TO 0124 )
{1b. What category is your NMFS HMS permit?
| O Generat § <> Don'tknow
2 < Angling 9 O Refused
3 <> Charter/Head Boat 2L
{1c, ‘What Is your boat’s NMFS HMS permit number?
r l l J v (IF NUMBER GIVEN. SKIP TO
0.14}
22,

> Dontknow <> Refused
Is your bost documented with the Coast Guard?
| > Yos g ¢~ Don'tknow > GO TGO Q.34

122,

tiow many fishing lines were used for your {INSERT GEAR) fishing?

D:] + Mumber of Lines

How many hours were spent fishing for large fish in the open ocean using
UNSERT GEAR)? That is, how many bours were the lines in the water,
with or withant fish on them?

[D + Number of Hours Spent Fishing

For your ({NSERT GEAR) fishing, whith type of balt was used?
(READ LIST: FILL IN ALL THAT APPLY)

| <> Live | <> Artificial
i 0 Dead

For your ({NSERT GEAR) fishing, which method was used?
(READ LIST: FILL IN ALL THAT APPLY)

t <7D Trolling 1 <2 Chumming
t <> Chunking | <2 Other (SPECIFY BELOW)

1 O Nor GOTO QT34 g < Refussed » GO TO 0134

12b. ‘What Is your boat's Coast Guard document number?

[ |

r l l T  (IF NUMBER GIVEN. SKIP TO Q.14)

<> Do'tknow <> Refused
Does your bont have a strte vegistration number?

1 <> Yes 8 < Don'tknaw s GO TOQ.J4

13a,
24,

How many people on the boat were actively fishing with rod and reel or
handiine for large fish?

[j:] » Number of Peaple Fishing

Where were you fishing for large fish?

2 O N GOTO Q14 9 > Refused» GOTO 0.4
What Is your boat’s siate reglstration aumber?

13b.

| il

.

< Don't know

| +

> Refused

15,

14. What State Is the principle port location listed on your permit application?

Dj + State FIPS Code D:] » State Postal Code

(NUMBERS} (LETTERS)
15. At about what time did your boat returs to this site?
(USE 24 HOUR CLOCK)

26,

7.

16. For what species were you primayily fishing today?
Sypecies Name
{Probe for one species. If Blugfin Tuna, probe for size

category. Choose appropriate code from Coding List)

173, Were you participeting in a tovrnament today?
i D Yes ‘ 8 <> Don'tknowr GOTO Q.18
2 O NorSKIPTOQ1E 9 <O Refused» GO TO Q.48

How many mites were you oifshore—that ls, how many wites was it to the
nearest land?

» Number of Miles

How many feet deep was the water (depth to bottom)?
»Water Depth in Fegt

What was the surface water temperature in degrees Fahrenhelt?

ED » Water Temperature

28, In the event that my supervisor wishes to verify that | have btea conducting Interviews
RESPONDENT'S NAME

here today, may | have your name and tefephone number?

TELEPHONE NUMBER

|

1T (MARK HERE IF THE RESPONDENT WOULD NOT PROVIDE A NAME OR

TELEPHONE NUMBER)

INTERVIEWER: WERE ANY FISH CAUGHT BY THE VESSEL (Q.29 = YES)?

-+

<D » YES »NO



+ +

INTERVIEWER, PLEASE RE-RECORD THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM THE FRONT OF THiS INTERCEPT FORM:

4, STATE CODE I:D 5. CONTROL NUMBER D:];L_] 6. DOCUMENT NUMBER ED

29, Did you or anglers on your boat catch any teaas, billfish, sharks, swordfish, dofphin, wahoo, amberjack, ot ather targe petagic fish today?
b T Yes » GOTO Q30 2 O No ¥ THANK RESPONDENT 8 < Don'tknow b THANK RESPONDENT 8 <D Refused
30. What species were caught? SEE LIST BELOW: FOR EACH SPECIES, ASK:

How many of those did you keep? How many of these were released alive?
How many of those were released dead? How many of those that were kept were sold or will be sold?

Snecies / Size Category Species Code N;x::‘cr ::::mr RCI:_::: h::r;:lalr

Young Scheol (1 - 655 mm) 4673

Schoot (656 -1 145 mm} 4677

T Larpe School (1146 - 1445 mm} 4678

B F Small Mediwm (1446 - 1785 mm) 4676

Large Medium {1786 - 1955 mm) 4679

Giant (19536+ mm) 4671

Bigeye Tuna 4691

+ Atpacore 4701

Yellowfin Tuna 4711

NOTES: Skipjack Tuna 4661

Blue Marlin 2171

White Martin 2163

Sailfish 3026

Swordfish 4328

Shottfin Mako Shark 3531

Lonpfin Mako Shark 3581

White Shark 4801

Tiger Shark 4911

Great Hammerhead Shark 4951

Blue Shark 4931

Common Thresher Shark 3531

Dusky Shark 4841

Sandbar Shark 4821

Sand Tiger Shark 3491

Little Tuany 4681

Atlantic Bonito 0330

King Mackerel 1940

Detphin 1050

+ Greater Amberjack 0020

Wahoo 4720
Other
Other

31, May | measure the fish? (INTERVIEWER: If fish were kept, but not measured, then provide reason why fish were not measured in notes section above.)

| <2 Yes ¥ RECORD SPECIES CODE. LENGTH, GENDER, AND PREPARATION OF SPECIMEN 3 &0 No ¥ THANK RESPONDENT
GENDER CODES: 1=MALE; 2=FEMALE PREP CODES: 0=WHOLE; 2=GUTTED; 6=PECTORAL LENGTH: VALID ONLY FOR SPECIES 4671 & 4670
SPECIES CODE SEL (ram) CEL {mn) GEN PREP SPECIES CODE SPI, (mm) CFL {mm) GEN PREP
— —y 1
| &

o
1

L

i0 I |
wms vz TTT] ames(TTT] semu[(TTT] w0
SWORDYFESH CODE LENGTH (mm) LENGTH {(mm)

+ +




APPENDIX C

FISHING AREA LIST



Butterfish Hole
600 Scquare

40 Fathom Lump
Horns '
Hudson Canyon
Atlantic Canyon
Block Island Sound
Cox Ledge
Dumping Groundsg
Eagt Grounds
Fingers

Inside Hole
Midway Buoy
Mud Hole

Horth BRar
North Ground
NW Corneyx
Rogies T adge:
Shark Ledge

The Claw

31 Fathom Hole
Coxens Ledge

40

39

T 40

4)
40

. 41

40
41

41
41
41

40

41
41

41 .

50

Connecticut

71 35

CT06




Saco River Whistle

Cape Porpoise Whistle
Fippennies Ledge
Jeffrey's Ledge Elbow -
Pigeon Hole )
The Cove

Platts Bank 29F

Casheg Ledge/ Ammen Rock
Cashes Ledge/ Buoy

Haine

MELL
MEQL
MEOS
MEO6
MEOS8
MEL3
MEQ9
MEQ3
MEO4

[



Jack Spot

Ocean City Fingers

Poormans Canyon

Washington Canyon
100 fathom
500 fathom

Wilmington Canyon
100 fathom
500 fathom

Baltimore Canyon
100 fathom
500 fathom

Elephant Trunk

Hot Dog (north)

Sausages

Triple Wrecks

Iummis Slough

Norfolk Canyon

N.E. Lump

Middle Lump

East Lump

20 Fathom Fingers

Ham Bone

Twin Wrecks

Winter Quarter Shoal

Parking Lot
Masseys Canyon
Lumpy Bottom

Maryland & Delaware

38
38
37
37
37
37
38
38
38
38
38
38
38
s
37
38
40
37
38
38
38
38
38
38
37
37
38
38

Virginia Eastern Shore

Chicken Bone
Marine Electric
Mud Wrecks

38
37
39

05
05
52
25
29
24
20
30
23
20
14
06
35
06
59
05
00
He
49
49
48
12
11
13
58
40
25
02

15
53
08

74
74
74
74
74
74
73
73
73
73
73
73
74
74
74
73
73
74
T4
74
74
74
74
74
75
74
74
74

74
74
74

45
40
06
25
30
25
30
29
32
45
50
49
05
17
33
45
35
15
29
28
24
37
24
43
04
50
20
20

28
50
25

MDO2
MDO3
MDO4
MDO7

MDO8

DEO3

DEGS5
DE10Q

" DEQ9

DEQO6
DE13

21

53

57
62

75
72

58
60
49
31
32

41
40
42
22
32
i8
21
40
38
38

38
37
08



agat

Cape Cocd-'Bay N

Cape Cod Bay §

Cape Poge

Chatam' (east)

Cox Ledge

Cutty Hunk

Dry Salvages
Falmouth N -

Fingers (near Nantucket)4l

Gay Head
Great Round Shoal
Halibut Point
Horseshoe Shoal Wreck
Ipswich Bay .
Jeffreys Ledge
Loran Tower .
Mass Bay

+ Middle Ground
Nantucket Shoals .
Nantucket Sound
Nant/Vineyard Sound
No ‘Mans Land
NH & XE Cornex
pollack Rip Channel
Sesuit Harbor
Stellwagen Bank
N

s
Middle Ground
The Clsw

The Dump

(off Mayrblehead)
The H- Buoy
Tillies Bank

411
41

Massachusetts

70
70
70
69
71
70
70
70
70
70
69
70
70
70
70
69
70
70
69
“10
70
70
70
69
70

70

70

70
70

70
70
70

20"

20
25

55
18
85

as

45

05
55
50
as
25
40
10
58
30
05

‘50
10

30
45
55
55
05

25
s

5

50

40
30
10

MAO2
MAOL
MAQ3
MAO4
MAQS
MAGG
MAOT7

MALL
MA12
MA13
MA14
MALlS
MALE
MALT
MA1B

MA22 -

MAZ3
MA24
MA25
MA26
MA27

MA30
MA31l

MA33

MA34

MA3S

MA37

;- et & A A S S R s RN

A,

¢




The Cove
~ Platts Bank 29F
Scantum (new)
Seantum (old)
Saco River Whistle
Cape Porpoise Whistle
Fippennies Ledge
Jeffrey's Ledge Elbow
Pigeon Hole
Cashes Ledge/ Ammen Rock
Cashes Ledge/ Buoy

NH16
NH10
NH13
NH14
NH12
NHO2

NHOS °

NHO&6
NHOS
NHO3
NHO4



Acid Haters
B.A. Buo

Y
Atlantic city Ridge

Atlantis Canyon
Bacaxdi
saltimore Canyon
Parnegat Ridge
Carteret Canyon
Chicken Canyon
Coimbra

Compasgs Roge
Coxvales

Dip

Dumping Grounds
Elbow :
Elephant Trunk
Fingers

Glory Hole

HA Buoy

Hudson Canyon
Jacks Spot
Lummis Slough

Poormans Canyon
Resor Yreck
South bDump Site
Texas Tower '
Fingerz Baltimore
Finger Spencer
‘The Star

Tolton Lump -
Triple Wrecks

28 Mile Wreck
1000 Fathom Hole
750 Squares
Wilmington Canyon
19 Fathom Lump

20 Fathom Temple

40

39

* 39

38
as

38
39

39
38

20
20
25

50
20
40
45
45

15

73
73

74

72
73
3
73
74
72
73

NEW JERSEY

40

50
20

45
45
50
40
00
25
10

NJ06
NJL0
NJO07
NJOB
NJ11
NJ46
NJ12
NJ13
NJ14
NJ15
NJ16
NJL7
NJ18
NT19
NJ20
NJ47
NJ21
NJ22
NJ23
NJ48
NJ49
NJ27
NI26
NT28
NJ29
NJ30
NT31
NT32
NJ33
NJ3S
NI36
NJ39
NI37
NJ38
NJ40
NT41
NJO3
NJ02
NT42
NT43
NJT44
HJ4S

NJOS

3
H
4




NEW YORK

450 Line NYQl
6§00 Square NYo2
Aquarium (E) S NYOD
Aquarium (W) .. NY04
Butterfish Hole 40 S50 71 35 NY05
pumping Grounds 40 45 70 75 NYO06
Fingers 40 55 70 55 RYQ7
Fish Tales (E) 40 00 71 20 NY08
Figh Tales (W) 40 00 71 20 NYQZ2
Forty Fathom Lumps 40 25 71 3§ NY10
Horns NY1l

Hudson Canyon 19 40 72 30 NY12
® Linda NY13
E:  Mako Hotel 40 00 73 10 NY14
. NA Buoy | NY1S
®  Oregon 40 30 72 80 NY16

B Rock Piles #1 40 0s 72 ‘55 NY17
$  Rock Piles #2 , 40 10 73 00 NYls8
E .Rook Piles #3 40 15 73 ©0 NY18

% - San Diego 40 30 73 €0 NY20

Bk Texas Towers 39 s0 72 40 NY21

The Rose . NY22
8 The Ranger. : NY23
. The Dip NY24
¥  Virginia NY¥25

Yankee 40 20 73 1S NY26

Other . . NYS7

Don‘t. Xnow NY98

Refused NY9s




T N Y P TR

Atlantic Canyon
Block Island Sound
cox Ledge

pumping Grounds
{Dump (RX,MA,NY)
East Grounds
Fingers (RI,MA,NY)
The Gully

ingide Hole

Hidway Buoy

Mud Hole

North Bar

North Ground (RI,CT,NY)
NW Coxmerx

Rosies Ledge

Shark Ledge

The Claw

31 Fathom Hole

{ox The Hole) -
Coxens Ledge -

Rhode Island

70
71
71
70

RI03
RIOL
RIO0S5
RIO07

RIOS
RI1Y
RIl12
RI2
RI14
RI1S
RI1l8
RI17
RI16
RI1S
RX20
RI21
RIOL

RI24

& RIOB



Bluefish Alley
4A Buoy
‘4A Buoy Lumps
Chesapeake Bay
Light Tower)
CB Bucy Line SE
Chesapeake Bay
Bridge)
Cigar
East Point
20 Fatliom Fingexr
10 Fathom Lump
44 Fathom Hreck
The Fingera. (NW)
East Finger
Heat Finger
Figsh Hook
Jack Spot
Hot Dog
George II Trench 2
The Lumps
Meatcleaver
21 Mile HiY1
26 Mile Hill (Hambone)
WOAA Buoy
Norfolk Canyon
Paramore Banks
Poweall (wreck)
Spring Chicken
South Tower
Tiger Wrecks
Triangle Wrecks
Tripple Zaros
Washington Canyon
N face
8 face

Virginia

75
75
75
15

75
76

74
15
T4
75
74
75
78
75
75
4
75
75
75
75

- 75

75
T4
74
75

VA23
VA4

VA40

VA42

VA44
VA4S

P L o e Y




APPENDIX D

MEASURING FISH LENGTHS



The correct

procedures for measuring the various types of figh
t. re as follows: -

Sharks and Sturgeons are measured from the tip of the snout to
the center of the fork of the tail.

7
i
£

Skates and Rays are measured from the tip of the snout to the
base of the tail.

t
l
|
{

Billfish and Swordfish are measured from the tip of the bill to

the center of the fork of the tail. NO TE f @ |
B : |

mQ,q;ur& /4 B d’
CB

1
{
1
|

All other species are measured from the most anterior tip of the
longest jaw (mouth clogsed) or end of snout, whichever is
terminal, to the posterior tip of the tail at its center line.
This procedure is the same whether the tail forks in {(e.qg.,

Mackerels) or protrudes out (e.g., Flounders). The resulting
length is therefore a fork length.

i
£ l
|



APPENDIX E

STATE CODE LIST



ALABAMA
CONNECTICUT
DEL-AWARE
FLORIDA
GEORGIA
LOUISIANA
MATINE
MARYLAND
MASSACHUSETTS
MISSISSIPPI
NEW HAMPSHIRE
NEW JERSEY
NEW YORK

NORTH CARCLINA
RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH CAROLINA
TEXAS

VIRGINIA

01

09

10

12

13

22

23

24

25

28

33

34

3¢

37

44

45

48

51

STATE LIST




Appendix F
NMFS PERMIT INFORMATION



ATLANTIC TUNAS and ATLANTIC HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES
CHARTER/HEADBOAT PERMITS — CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS

Note that commercial vessels are subject to the Commercial Fishing
Industry Vessel Safety Act of 1988. For further information, e.g., regarding
compliance with required safety equipment, contact the Coast Guard Fishing
Vessel Safety Coordinator in your district:

Maine to New York: (617) 223-8315

New Jersey to North Carolina: (757) 398-6304

South Carolina to Florida: (305) 536-5091

Guif of Mexico: (504) 589-4999

HMS ANGLING (recreational)

All private vessel owners/operators recreationally fishing for and/or retaining
reguiated Atlantic Highly Migratory Species (Atlantic tunas, sharks, swordfish and
bilifish) for personal use in the Atlantic Ocean, including the Gulf of Mexico and
Caribbean Sea, must obtain an Atiantic Highly Migratory Species (HMS) Angling
permit. This permit has replaced the Atlantic Tunas Angling permit, and
incorporates those vessels targeting other reguiated HMS. Similar to Atlantic
Tunas permits, 2003 Atlantic HMS Angling permits cost $22.00 and will be valid
from the date of issuance through May 31, 2004.

HMS CHARTER/HEADBOAT (commercial)

Any vessel that carries passengers for hire to fish for Atlantic Highly Migratory
Species (funas, swordfish, sharks, and billfish - HMS) must obtain a permit in the
Charter/Headboat category. With regards to biuefin tuna, Anglers aboard
vessels permitted in this category may collectively fish under either the daily
Angling or General category limit as applicable on that day. The size category of
the first biuefin tuna retained or possessed will determine the fishing category of
all persons aboard the vessel for that day, and the applicabie retention limits.
Anglers aboard Charter/Headboat vessels may fish only under the Angling
category rules on General category restricted-fishing days. All recreationally-
caught bluefin must be reported within 24 hours of landing to the NMFS
automated phone system (888-872-8862 or through this website) or--in North
Carolina and Maryland--to a local reporting station. Authorized gear: rod and reel
(including downriggers), handline, and bandit gear.

ATLANTIC TUNAS GENERAL (commercial)

Vessel owners who harvest Atlantic tunas, including large medium and giant
bluefin tuna, by handgear and plan to sell the tuna must obtain a General
category permit. Vessels in the General category may retain and sell one (1)
targe medium or giant bluefin tuna per day per vessel. Vessels permitted in the
General category are eligible to sell giant or large medium bluefin tuna.



Authorized gear: rod and reel (including downriggers), harpoon, handiine, and
bandit gear.

ATLANTIC TUNAS HARPOON (commercial)

Vessel owners who conduct a commercial harpoon fishery for Atiantic tunas,
including targe medium and giant bluefin tuna, must obtain a permit in the
Harpoon category. Vessels permitted in the Harpoon category may not
participate in the General category fishery. Authorized gear: harpoon.

ATLANTIC TUNAS TRAP (commercial) .

Owners of vessels conducting trap operations that may result in the incidental
taking of large medium and giant bluefin tuna must obtain a Trap category
permit. Authorized gear: pound net and fish weir.

ATLANTIC TUNAS LONGLINE (commercial)

Owners of vessels conducting longiine operations that may result in the
incidental taking of large medium and giant bluefin tuna must obtain a Longline
category permit. This is a limited access permit category. Authorized gear:
longline. :

ATLANTIC TUNAS PURSE SEINE (commercial)

Vessel owners who conduct a commercial purse seine fishery for Atlantic tunas,
including bluefin tuna, must obtain a permit in the Purse Seine category. This
category is closed to new permit applicants. Authorized gear: purse seine.



Frequently Asked Questions from
{Copied from NMFSPERMITS.COM on 5/19/05)

What if my address has changed?

Can | change my permit category?

Do | need a recreational permit to fish for or land tunas, sharks, swordfish, and/or bilfish?

| currently posses a valid Atlantic tunas General category permit. Am | allowed to fish in
recreationally tournaments for HMS with this permit?

Is there a description of a General category permit ?

Is there a description of an HMS Angling category permit?

Is there a description of an HMS Charter/Headboat category permit?

If | want to fish for Atlantic tunas, do | need a permit? Which species and what areas are
covered?

When recreationally fishing, what shark species may | keep?

How many sharks may | keep?

May | dress the sharks that | keep?

Does my permit need to be on board when | am fishing?

is there a recreational minimum size for swordfish?

Is there a recreational bag limit for swordfish?

Can | dress any swordfish | keep?

If a retative or friend is on my vessel and hefshe has a permit, do | need a permit in this situation?
Are there vessel safety requirements for commercially-permitted vessels?

May | fish for Atlantic tunas without a vessel {e.q., from an ol rig or from shore)?

| just applied for U.S. Coast Guard documentation/state registration of my vessel and do not know
my documentation/ registration number. What do | do? Can | use my temporary state reqgistration
number?

What do | get when | pay for my permit?

If | witness a violation of NMFES requlations, how do t report it?

How can | check the status of the Atlantic tuna fisheries, i.e., whether the season is open, what
the current retention limit is. and the updated bluefin tuna landings vs. available quota?

What are the authorized gear types for each permit category?

What is bandit gear?

What are the size class categaries for bluefin tuna?

How do | measure the curved fork length of an Atlantic tuna?

May | sell my tunas if | have an HMS Angling category permit?

What is the recreational fishing season?

Where is the separation between North and South regions for bluefin tuna for recreational
anglers?

What are the Angling category (recreational) daily retention limits for Atlantic tunas?

What are the reporting requirements for recreationally landed bluefin, yellowfin, bigeye, albacore,
and skipiack tuna?

What are the recreational reporting requiremnts for bilifish and swordfish?

What are the seasons for commercial bluefin tuna fishing?

What are the commercial fishing seasons for other Atlantic tunas?

What are the reporting reguirement for recreationally landed sharks?

What are the seasons for commercial fishing for other Atlantic tunas?

Will there be a new Charter/Headboat category permit for all Highly Migratory Species?
What are the minimum sizes for tunas landed in the commercial fisheries?

if | have a Harpoon or General category permit, how many bluefin tuna may | land?
Are there daity retention limits for Atlantic tunas other than bluefin tuna for commercial permit

caltegories?

Can | get a Longline permit?

Do 1 need any other permits in addition to a tuna permit?

Where is the separation between Norih and South for Aflantic bluefin tuna fishing in the Longline
category?

What is the Longline category bluefin tuna incidentat trip limit?




What are the time/area closures for the commercial Highty Migratory Species fisheries?
is there any limitation on the lengih of a longline?

Do | have to mark my fishing gear?

What if | entangle a protected species in my longline gear?

What are the reporting requirements for commercial tuna fishermen?

What tuna species can | fish for in the Gulf of Mexico?

Q: What if my address has changed?

A: “It is important that you keep your permit information current. You may change your address
when you renew your permit by speaking to a Customer Service representative at (888) 872-
8862, or entering your new address as you renew via this website. If you move after you've
renewed your permit, please call Customer Service and provide your new address. Your permit
will be re-issued.”

Q: Can | change my permit category?

A: Changes in the permit category must be made prior to the start of the fishing year or when you
renew the permit for that fishing year. However, permit applicants are allowed to make permit
category changes within 10-calendar days of the date of issuance of the permit to correct any
potential errors, If you find an error within 10-calendar days of the date of issuance please contact
Customer Service at 1-888-872-8862.

Q: Do | need a recreational permit to fish for or land tunas, sharks, swordfish, and/or
bilfish?

A: Yes, vessel owners/operators who recreationally fish for or retain regulated Atlantic tunas
{bluefin, yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack), sharks, swordfish, and bilifish in Atlantic
Federal waters, including the Gulif of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea, must obtain an HMS
Angling category permit or a HMS Charter/Headboat permit. However, General category vessels
may fish recreationally for HMS so long as they are participating in a registered recreational HMS
tournament and fishing under tournament rules. Vessels fishing exclusively in state waters are
required to obtain the HMS Angling permit if they wish to keep their regulated tunas (bluefin,
yellowfin, bigeye, skipjack, and albacore). Vessel owners/operators should check their state
regutations regarding the retention of sharks, swordfish, and/or billfish in state waters.

Q: | currently posses a valid Atlantic tunas General category permit. Am 1 allowed to fish in
recreationaily tournaments for HMS with this permit?

A: General category vessels are allowed to participate in registered recreational HMS
tournaments when fishing under tournament rules. When fishing for, retaining, possessing, or
fanding Atlantic tunas while participating in a tournament, General category vessels must comply
with the Atlantic tunas General category regulations. When fishing for, retaining, or possessing
sharks, swordfish, and/or bilifish, General category vessels must comply with recreational
regulations. It is incumbent upon the General category vessel ownerfoperator to verify that a
tournament is registered with NOAA Fisheries,

Q: Is there a description of a General category permit ?

A: Yes, owners/operators of vessels fishing commercially for Atlantic bluefin, bigeye, yellowfin,
albacore, or skipjack tunas using a combination of rod and reel, harpoon, and/or handlines must
obtain a General category permit. This permit is required in the Atlantic, which includes the Gulf
of Mexico and Caribbean Sea. This permit is required if fishing in Federal or State waters and
because it is a commercial permit the U.S. Coast Guard Safety Gear Regulations will apply. Sale
of tuna catch is permitted with this permit. Finally, if fishing is taking place in a registered
recreational HMS fishing tournament only, this permit wili also allow a vessel to recreationally fish
for sharks, swordfish, and/or billfish.

Q: !s there a description of an HMS Angling category permit?

A: Yes, owners/operators of vessels fishing recreationally, even catch and release, for Atlantic
HMS (sharks, swordfish, billfish, and tunas) in the Atlantic, including the Gulf of Mexico and
Caribbean Sea, must obtain an HMS Angling category permit. This permit is for recreational
fishing only, no sale of catch is permitted. This permit allows a vessel to participate in registered
recreational HMS fishing



Q: Is there a description of an HMS Charter/Headboat category permit?

A: Yes, owners/operators of charter/headboat vessels fishing for and/or retaining regulated
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species (Atlantic tunas, sharks, swordfish and billfish) in the Atlantic
Ocean, including the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea, must obtain an Aflantic Highly Migratory
Species (HMS) permit. To be eligible for this permit category there MUST be a licensed Coast
Guard Captain onboard the vessel during ALL HMS Fishing activities regardless if they are
commercial, recreational, or fee based in nature. This permit allows a vessel to fish both
commercially for tunas and recreationally for HMS, although not on the same day. Only the sale
of tuna catch is permitted with this permit. This permit is required if fishing in Federal or State
waters and because it is a commercial permit the U.S. Coast Guard Safety Gear Reguiations may
apply. This permit will also allow a vessel {o fish in registered recreational HMS fishing
tournaments.

Q: if | want to fish for Atlantic tunas, do | need a permit? Which species and what areas are
covered?

A: Yes, all boat owners/operataors fishing for Atlantic bluefin, bigeye, yellowfin, albacore, or
skipjack tuna in the Atlantic, including the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea, must obtain a
permit. Only one category may be assigned to a vessel per year. The permit categories (and
allowable gear types) are as follows: General category aliowable gear: rod and reel! (including
downriggers), handline, harpoon, and bandit gear; Charter/Headboat category aliowable gear: rod
and reel (including downriggers), handline and bandit gear; Angling (recreational) category
allowable gear: rod and reel (including downriggers), handline; Harpoon category allowable gear:
harpoon; Trap category aflowable gear: pound net, fish weir; Purse Seine (limited access)
category allowable gear: purse seine; Longline (limited access) category allowable gear: longline.
Q: When recreationally fishing, what shark species may | keep?

A: Sharks are managed in different species groups. The species groups and the species within
each group that may be kept are: Large Coastal Sharks (Sandbar, Tiger, Spinner, Bull, Smooth
Hammerhead, Scalloped Hammerhead, Great Hammerhead, Silky, Blacktip, Lemon, and Nurse);
Small Coastal Sharks (Atlantic sharpnose, Finetooth, Blacknose, and Bonnethead), Pelagic
Sharks (Shortfin mako, Thresher, Oceanic whitetip, Blue, and Porbeagle)

Q: How many sharks may | keep?

A: Recreational fishermen are allowed to keep one shark (any of the allowed species) per vessel
per trip, measuring 54 inches or larger. In addition, there is an allowance of one Atlantic
sharpnose per person per trip, with no minimum size, and one bonnethead shark per person per
trip, with no minimum size.

Q: May | dress the sharks that | keep?

A: No, recreational fishermen must land sharks with the head, fins, and tail attached. You are
allowed to gut and bleed the sharks by making an incision at the base of the tail as long as the
caudal fin is still attached.

Q: Does my permit need to be on board when | am fishing?

A: Yes, the owner or operator of a vessel of the United States must have the appropriate valid
permit on board the vessel to fish for, take, retain, or possess Atlantic funas, when engaged in
commercial or recreational fishing. The vessel operator must make the permit available for
inspection upon request by NMFS or a person authorized by

Q: Is there a recreational minimum size for swordfish?

A: Yes. The minimum size is 29" (73 cm) from cleithrum to caudal keel, or 47" (119 cm) lower jaw
fork length. Please see the figure in the Commercial swordfish section for instructions on the
cleithrum to caudal keel measurements and the Billfish section for instructions on measuring
lower jaw fork length. _

Q: Is there a recreational bag limit for swordfish?

A: Yes, the recreational retention limit for North Atlantic swordfish is one swordfish per person, up
to three swordfish per vessel, per trip.

Q: Can | dress any swordfish | keep?

A: You may gut and remove the head of the swordfish. However, you may not cut the remaining
carcass into pieces while on your vessel.

Q: If a relative or friend is on my vessel and he/she has a permit, do | need a permit in this
situation?




A: Yes, the Atlantic tunas permit is a vessel permit rather than an individual or "angler” permit. A
permit is not transferable or assignable to another vessel or owner; it is valid only for the vessel
and owner to whom it is issued.

G Are there vessel safety requirements for commerciaily-permitted vessels?

A: Yes, commercial vessels are subject to the Commercial Fishing industry Vessel Safety Act of
1988. For further information, e.g., regarding compliance with required safety equipment, contact
the Coast Guard Fishing Vesset Safety Coordinator in your district: Maine to New York: (617)
223-8315 New Jersey to North Carolina: (757) 398-6554 South Carolina to Florida: (305) 415-
6867 Gulif of Mexico: {504) 589-6271

Q: May | fish for Atlantic tunas without a vessel (e.g., from an oil rig or from shore}?

A: No, only permitted vessels may fish for Atlantic bluefin, bigeye, albacore, yellowfin, and
skipjack tunas in the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and the Caribbean. If one of these species is caught
incidentally during fishing activities from shore or from an oil rig, it must be released immediately.
Q: | just applied for U.S. Coast Guard documentation/state registration of my vessel and
do not know my documentation/ registration number. What do | do? Can | use my
temporary state registration number?

A: For Coast Guard Documentation number, you can obtain the number through your
Documentation Service or through the U.S. Coast Guard Documentation Center at (800) 799-
8362. For State Registration, if you've been assigned a temporary number, you may put that on
the application form. However, you must contact us with your permanent registration number
within 15 days of receipt, and you will have to pay an additional permit fee to update your permit.
To avoid the additional fee, NMFS advises that you wait untif receiving your permanent
registration number before completing an application.

Q: What do | get when | pay for my permit?

A: Unlike many state permit programs, the permit fees go directly to the General Treasury and
not to the managing agency (NMFS). The fee is set, in accordance with the procedures of the
NOAA Finance Handbook, to recover the cost of administering the permit program, including
maintenance of the public website and the toll-free phone system.

Q: If | witness a violation of NMFS regulations, how do | report it?

A: Please call the 24-hour NMFS Enforcement Hotline at (800) 853-1964. You may alsc call the
U.S. Coast Guard Hotline at {800) SAVE-FISH. You do not need to give your name when you
call.

Q: How can | check the status of the Atlantic tuna fisheries, i.e., whether the seasocn is
open, what the current retention limit is, and the updated bluefin tuna landings vs.
available quota?

A: You may check the news area of this website to get the latest information about these topics.
There are currently not quotas for any Atlantic tunas other than bluefin.

Q: What are the authorized gear types for each permit category?

A: Angling: Rod and reel {(including downriggers) and handline. Charter/headboat: Rod and reel
{including downriggers), handling, and bandit gear. General: Rod and reel (including
downriggers), handline, harpoon, and bandit gear. Harpoon: harpoon. Trap: pound net and fish
weir. Longline: longline. Purse Seine: purse seine.

Q: What is bandit gear?

A: Bandit gear means vertical hook-and-line gear with rods attached to a vessel, with no more
than two hooks per line and with line retrieved by manual, electric, or hydrautic reels.

Q: What are the size class categories for bluefin tuna?

A: Size class categories and their associated lengths and weights are listed in & table in the
library. Click "library” under "Info Center" to the left of your screen,

Q: How do | measure the curved fork length of an Atlantic funa?

A If the fish is whole (with its head on), you must take the total curved fork length. The
measurement must be taken in a ling, tracing the contour of the body from the tip of the upper jaw
to the fork of the tail, which abuts the dorsal insertion of the pectoral fin and the dorsal side of the
caudal keel. If the head is removed, the pectoral fin curved fork length must be taken and
multiplied by a conversion factor of 1.35 to obtain total curved fork length. The measurement
must be taken from the dorsal insertion of the pectoral fin, tracing the contour of the body, to the
fork of the tail. THE TAPE MUST TQUCH THE TOP PORTION OF THE PECTORAL FIN.



Q: May | sell my tunas if | have an HMS Angling category permit?

A: No, if you have an HMS Angling category permit, you may not your catch. You must have a
commercial fishing permit if you wish to sell your landings.

Q: What is the recreational fishing season?

A: June 1 though May 31 of the following year, except for bluefin tuna, in which case retention
must cease when the Angling category or subcategory has been met.

Q: Where is the separation between North and South regions for bluefin tuna for
recreational anglers?

A: North: north of 38°18'N (Great Egg Inlet, NJ and states north) South: south of 39°18'N (Great
Egg Inlet, NJ and states south)

Q: What are the Angling category (recreational) daily retention limits for Atlantic tunas?
A: The number of bluefin tuna you may land varies throughout the fishing season. Therefore, you
shoutld check the "Status of Atlantic Tuna Fisheries" page or our information line (888-872-8862
or 978-281-9305) before making a trip to get the most up-to-date information. Yellowfin tuna; 3
yellowfin tuna per person per trip There are currently no recreationai retention limits for bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tunas. Note that in the case of multi-day trips, the daily limit {for bluefin
and yeltowfin tuna) applies upon landing.

Q: What are the reporting requirements for recreationally landed biuefin, vellowfin, bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tuna?

A: Recreational landings of Atlantic bluefin tuna must be reported within 24 hours of landing to
the NMFS Landings Reporting system {call 1-888-872-8862 or report via this website under
".andings Reports"}, or, if landed in the states of North Carolina or Maryland, to a reporting
station prior to removing fish from the vessel. Information about the state harvest tagging
programs, including reporting station locations, can be obtained in North Carolina by calling (800)
338-7804, and in Maryland by calling (410) 213-1531. Other states may implement tagging
programs in the future, in which case NMFS will work with those states to notify angiers.
Information on bluefin and other Atlantic highly migratory species is also collected through angler
survays. if contacted on the dock or by phone, you are required to participate in the Large Pelagic
Survey (LPS), a specialized survey for Atlantic tunas, sharks and billfish anglers. Information on
catch of Atlantic highly migratory species may also be collected through the Marine Recreational
Fisheries Statistics Survey (MRFSS), a coastwide survey about general saltwater fishing.

Q: What are the recreational reporting requiremnts for bilifish and swordfish?

A: Anglers must report all non-tournament landings of Atlantic blue marlin, Atlantic white marlin,
Atlantic sailfish and North Atlantic swordfish, including those landed on a charter/headboat, to
NOAA Fisheries by calling 1-800-894-5528 within 24 hours of the landing. The toll-free cali will
take less than 5 minutes for each response and an additional 5 minute confirmation call from
NOAA Fisheries will verify the reported data and issue a confirmation number for enforcement
purposes. This requirements applies only to non-tournament recreational landings to avoid
duplicative reporting with the Recreational Bilifish Survey. North Carolina and Maryland are also
exempted from non-tournament billfish/swordfish landings reporting since these states have
modified their large pelagic/bluefin tuna catch card reporting programs to cover these species.
Q: What are the seasons for commercial bluefin tuna fishing?

A: General and Charter/Headboat categories - June 1 through January 31, or when the General
category quota has been met. Harpoon category - June 1 though November 15, or when the
MHarpoon quota has been met. Purse Seine category - July 15 through December 31, Longline -
June 1 though May 31, or when the Longline quota has been met. Note that the area from 39 to
40 degrees N. latitude and 68 to 74 degrees W. longitude is closed during the month of June to
pelagic longline gear in order to reduce dead discards of bluefin tuna. Trap - June 1 though May
31, or when the Trap quota has been met.

Q: What are the commercial fishing seasons for other Atlantic tunas?

A: June 1 through May 31

Q: What are the reporting requirement for recreationally landed sharks?

A: If contacted on the dock or by phone, recreational anglers are encouraged to cooperate in the
Large Pelagic Survey (LPS) or Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (MRFSS) to
facilitate scientific research on these species.




Q: What are the seasons for commercial fishing for other Atlantic tunas?

A: June 1 through May 31

Q: Wiil there be a new Charter/Headboat category permit for ali Highly Migratory Species?
A: Yes, under the Highly Migratory Species (HMS) Fishery Management Plan, there is a new
requirement that owners of charter boats or headboats used to fish for, take, retain, or possess
any Atlantic HMS (Atlantic tunas, sharks, swordfish, or billfish) must obtain an HMS
Charter/Headboat permit. This new permit will replace the current Atlantic tunas
Charter/Headboat permit. This requirement wili be effective once the Office of Management and
Budget approves the new class of permit. If you apply for or renew a Charter/Headboat permit
prior to the effective date of the new HMS permit, you will be issued an Atlantic tunas
Charter/Headboat permit, which will be valid for use as an HMS Charter/Headboat permit until its
expiration date of May 31, 2001. Thereafter, the HMS Charter/Headboat permit will be renewable
on an annual (fishing year) basis.

Q: What are the minimum sizes for tunas landed in the commercial fisheries?

A: The minimum size for yellowfin and bigeye tuna landed in all permit categories is 27 " curved
fork length. Currently, there are no minimum sizes for albacore and skipiack tuna. The minimum
sizes for bluefin tuna are as follows: General category: 73" curved fork length, Longline category:
73" curved fork length, Harpoon category: 81" curved fork length, with allowance per trip of two
bluefin 73" to 81", Purse Seine category: 81" curved fork length, except for 15 percent of landings
per fishing year alfowance for bluefin tuna between 73" and 81", and a 1 percent incidental take
of bluefin tuna less than 73 inches per trip, which cannot be sold.

Q: if | have a Harpoon or General category permit, how many bluefin tuna may | land?

A: In the Harpoon category, you may keep two bluefin measuring 73" to 81" curved fork length
per trip per vessel. There is no limit on the number of biuefin tuna 81" curved fork length or
greater that you may keep, as long as the Harpoon category season is open. In the General
category, the retention limits for bluefin measuring 73" curved fork length or greater can range
between zero and three biuefin per trip per vessel while the General category is open. Please
check to see what the current retention limit is prior to your trip, as these may fluctuate throughout
the season.

Q: Are there daily retention limits for Atlantic tunas other than bluefin tuna for commercial
permit categories?

A: No, except that current regulations limit retention of yellowfin tuna aboard Charter/Headboat
vessels to 3 per person per day. Note that in the case of multi-day trips, the daily limit applies
upon landing.

Q: Can | get a Longiline permit?

A: Because Longline permits are managed under limited access regulations, NMFS will not issue
any new Longline category permits for tunas. You must abtain one from ancther fisherman if you
wish to enter the fishery.

Q: Do | need any other permits in addition to a tuna permit?

A: If you use longline gear to fish for tunas, you must also have swordfish and shark limited
access permits. If you are applying for a commercial permit, note that your state may require a
permit for sale of fish. Contact your state fisheries agency for further information.

Q: Where is the separation hetween North and South for Atlantic bluefin tuna fishing in the
Longline category?

A: For the Longline category, the Northern area is north of 310 00'N. Latitude, near Jekyll Island,
Georgia (an area with little longline fishing activity nearby), while the Southern area is south of
this line.

Q: What is the Longline category bluefin tuna incidental trip limit?

A: Target catch requirements for permitted longline vessels in all areas, at all times are, to 2,000
Ibs. {807 kg) of target catch to retain one BFT, 6,000 Ibs. (2,722 kq) of target catch to retain two
BFT, and 30,000 Ibs (66,138 kg) of target catch to retain three BFT.

Q: What are the time/area closures for the commercial Highly Migratory Species fisheries?
A: The area from 39 to 40 degrees N. latitude and 68 to 74 degrees W. fongitude is closed during
the month of June to pelagic longline gear in order to reduce dead discards of bluefin tuna. Under
other regulations, fishing with a bottom longline, bottom trawl, dredge, pot, or trap is also
prohibited in the Oculina Bank, which is bounded on the north by 27 degrees 53 minutes N.



latitude, on the south by 27 degrees 30 minutes N. latitude, on the east by 79 degrees 56 minutes
W. longitude, and on the west by 80 degrees 00 minutes W. longitude. The area from 27 degrees
51 minutes N. latitude {near Sebastian inlet, FL) to 32 degrees 00 minutes N. latitude {near
Savannah, GA) extending from the shore outward to 80 degrees 00 minutes W. longitude is
closed to shark gillnet fishing each year from November 15 to March 31. In addition, 100 percent
observer coverage is required for the use of gilinets in the area from West Palm Beach (26
degrees 46.5 minutes N. latitude} to Sebastian Inlet (27 degrees 51 minutes N. latitude) from
November 15 through March 31 and for the use of strikenets in the area between West Palm
Beach, FL, and Savannah, GA, for the same time period.

Q: Is there any limitation on the length of a longline?

A: Yes. From July 1, 1899, through June 30, 2000, the length of a pelagic longline is limited to 24
nautical miles in the Mid-Atlantic Bight.

Q: Do | have to mark my fishing gear?

A: Yes. You must mark your handline, harpoon, longline, and gillnet floats with the vessel's
registration number, vessel name, or Atlantic tunas permit number.

Q: What if | entangle a protected species in my longline gear?

A: All vessels using longlines to fish for HMS must immediately release the animal, retrieve the
gear, and move one nautical mile after an entanglement with protected species. Commercial
vessels must report interactions to NOAA Fisheries. Interactions should be reported to the Center
for Coastal Studies Disentanglement Hotline at: (800} 900-3622 or to US Coast Guard; VHF Ch.
18.

Q: What are the reporting requirements for commerciat tuna fishermen?

A: If NOAA Fisheries sends you a letter telling you that you have been selected, you must inform
NOAA Fisheries when you will be taking a trip, and if that irip is selected, you must have a NOAA
Fisheries observer on board and complete a logbook within 48 hours of each day's fishing
activities for multi-day trips, or before offloading for one-day trips. You must submif the logbook to
NOAA Fisheries within 7 days of offloading. In addition, all commercially landed bluefin tuna must
be tagged by a permitted tuna dealer. You may not fish with a pelagic longline on board after
June 1, 2000, unless you are submitting hourly position reparts from a vessel monitoring system.
For further information, please contact the Highly Migratory Species Management Division at
(301) 713-2347.

Q: What tuna species can | fish for in the Gulf of Mexico?

A: Commercial and Recreational vessels may only target yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and
skipjack tunas in the Gulf of Mexico. Atlantic bluefin tuna may not be targeted, but HMS Angling
and HMS Charter/Headboat vessels may retain one large medium or giant bluefin funa per vessel
per fishing year incidental to fishing for other species.






